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Seeking 


status among one’s 


fellow human beings (which 
merely means honorable and comfortable 
acceptance) is a natural instinct of the human heart. 


Catholic Status Seekers 


But it can be sought after at the expense of one’s status 
or friendship with God. Read this and determine 
what status you are seeking, 


and by what means. 


DONALD F. MILLER, C.SS.R. 


HE popular author, Vance Pack- 
T ard, made the term “‘status seek- 
ers” the title of a book a few years 
ago and around it centered an analy- 
sis of what he thought was wrong 
with the American people. 

There is, however, considerable 
confusion in the conclusions drawn 
by the author. Almost no attention is 
devoted to a sense of the phrase 
“status seeking” that is normal and 
natural to all human beings, and 
therefore hardly to be condemned in 
itself. For example, it is natural for 
all human beings to desire to better 
themselves economically, socially, 
domestically and physically. It is a 
normal instinct of the human heart to 
want to be respected, to have a good 
name, to be accepted by those in 
whose midst one lives. 

In short, no sharp distinction is 
made in Vance Packard’s book be- 
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tween status seeking that is part of 
the natural make-up of human beings, 
and that which is based on artificial 
standards and promoted by wrong or 
immoral means. 

Indeed, from a more recent book 
written by Vance Packard called The 
Waste Makers, one is forced to the 
conclusion that this author does not 
possess such principles as would 
make him a good judge of what is 
innocent or evil “status seeking.” In 
this last book he shows himself to 
have been taken in by the fanatics 
(some in high academic places) who 
grow hysterical over the population 
explosion. His solution urges wide 
use of oral contraceptives, legaliza- 
tion of abortion, and government 
penalizing of large families by mak- 
ing them pay progressively higher 
taxes for every child they have above 
three. 








In the face of such muddy and 
amoral and even anti-social thinking, 
it can be said that informed Catholics 
possess the principles according to 
which different forms of status seek- 
ing can be sorted out and labelled 
clearly as good or bad. 

According to those principles, it is 
possible to set down four kinds of 
status seeking that often bring ruin to 
the souls of Catholics. In each case 
we shall first explain a sense in which 
such status seeking can be spiritually 
harmless; then we shall give practical 
examples of how it can be pushed to 
extremes and thus endanger immortal 
souls. 


I. Seeking the status of being con- 
sidered a “good time Charlie” (or 
“an easygoing gal”) by those whose 
standards for such designations are 
sinful. 

Wanting to be liked and esteemed 
by others is not in itself a bad thing. 
Indeed, every human being has a 
duty, backed up by a powerful in- 
stinct, to preserve his good name in 
so far as this is morally possible. The 
Book of Proverbs in the Bible sancti- 
fies this normal desire, according to 
the words of chapter 22, verse 1: “A 
good name is better than riches; and 
good favor is above silver and gold.” 
Moreover the eighth commandment 
of God forbids one human being to 
detract from the good name of an- 
other. 

However, this desire to be es- 
teemed and looked favorably upon 
by others is grossly misinterpreted 
when it induces one to seek the favor 
and admiration of those who accept 
and esteem only individuals who join 
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with them in habits that are sinful or 
contrary to the will of God. Right 
here is where many Catholics meet 
their doom. They feel that it would 
be a fatal reflection on their charac- 
ters if they did not act just like the 
pagans or disloyal Catholics with 
whom they may be forced or freely 
choose to associate. They seek the 
status of being accepted by sinners 
as belonging to their group. 


Examples abound. 


1) There is the Catholic who joins 
in the obscene, sacrilegious and irrev- 
erent conversations of others princi- 
pally because he is afraid to appear 
“different” or “virtuous.” 

2) There is the Catholic business 
man who tags along to the obscene 
stag parties arranged by his associ- 
ates because he wants to appear to 
be “one of the gang.” 

3) There is the Catholic who joins 
other and weaker Catholics in run- 
ning down priests and Church author- 
ities (even though he has no stom- 
ach for such talk) principally be- 
cause he is afraid of being sneered at 
as being on the side of his clergy. 

4) There is the Catholic who re- 
fuses to increase his spiritual activ- 
ities, such as attendance at daily 
Mass, frequent confession and Com- 
munion, etc., chiefly because, as he 
expresses it, “he does not want to ap- 
pear scrupulous or too holy.” Of 
whom is he afraid? Only those who 
want company in their own estrange- 
ment from God. 

5) Finally, there is the Catholic 
woman who permits herself to be 
drawn into slanderous and unkind 
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conversation about others mainly be- 
cause she does not want to be an out- 
sider to her group of friends and so- 
cial companions. She buys status at 
the expense of the charity of Christ. 

In the moral language of Christian 
living there is a simple name for this 
kind of status seeking. It is called hu- 
man respect, which simply means 
seeking the approval of sinful men 
in preference to the approval of God. 


II. Seeking the status of being 
recognized as “smart” or “worldly 
wise” by those whose standards are 
exclusively material, worldly, un- 
spiritual. 

There is a form of worldly pru- 
dence that is not necessarily opposed 
to Christian prudence, namely, that 
which teaches one to relate every- 
thing in life to his final destiny with 
God. God wants His human creatures 
to use every innocent means avail- 
able to make a success of their lives 
on earth, to get along peaceably with 
others, to accomplish things that will 
help their fellow man even in materi- 
al ways. 

It is when this instinctive desire for 
success and esteem and worldly ac- 
complishment is pursued in ways 
contrary to the known will of God or 
important spiritual principles that a 
Catholic becomes a status seeker in 
the evil sense of the word. Examples 
of this kind of status seeking are not 
hard to find. 


1) There are those who feel that 
they cannot achieve promotions in 
business standing and income unless 
they join some organization that is 
forbidden to Catholics. To this sole 


April, 1961 


end Catholics have been known to 
join Masonic orders and thus openly 
to renounce their faith and their hope 
of salvation. 


2) There are Catholic parents who 
are carried away by the idea that the 
only way to make their children suc- 
cessful and esteemed in a worldly 
sense is to get them into prominent 
secular schools, either on the high 
school or college level. Most of these 
are people of some affluence, whose 
own faith has been weakened by a 
secular education to the point where 
they can scarcely think except in 
terms of worldly success. They are 
aware, at least in a vague way, of the 
law of the Catholic Church com- 
manding parents to give a thorough- 
ly Catholic education to their chil- 
dren. They have heard or read some- 
thing about the grave spiritual dan- 
gers that accompany a secular educa- 
tion, which are amply exemplified by 
experience. 


But worldly status means every- 
thing to them, and so they do every- 
thing possible to get their sons into 
Yale or Harvard or Princeton or 
some other secular or state univer- 
sity, and their daughters into Smith 
or Vassar or Wellesley -or like insti- 
tutions. As a weapon of self-defense, 
they keep a file of public criticisms 
that have been made of Catholic in- 
stitutions of learning, which they 
freely quote as freeing them from any 
obligation of worrying about the spir- 
itual status of their children. 

There are Catholic parents who 
are forced, not by their material stat- 
us seeking, but by circumstances be- 
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yond their control, to permit their 
children to attend secular schools. 
Such as these usually prove that they 
are not merely status seekers in two 
ways: first, by consulting their pas- 
tors before sending a child to a sec- 
ular school, discussing their reasons, 
and abiding by the advice given; sec- 
ond, by taking extraordinary parental 
measures to offset the spiritual dan- 
gers their children will face in the 
secular schools they are granted per- 
mission to attend. 


3) Under this same head are Cath- 
olics who are zealous joiners of all 
sorts of secular social and fraternal 
organizations, which bring them into 
contact with influential people and 
may even get their names into the 
papers, but who have no time or in- 
terest for giving one iota of their 
time or energy to Catholic activities 
or organizations. 

Such status seekers as are listed 
under this heading are in grave dan- 
ger of being directly included in our 
Lord’s warning: “He that shall deny 
Me before men I will also deny him 
before My Father Who is in heaven.” 
(Matt. 10:33) 


III. Seeking the status of comfort 
and luxury established by those who 
believe that the moral law and all 
spiritual values should be adjusted 
to make life as comfortable and 
pleasurable as possible. 

The words “comfort” and “pleas- 
ure” are not essentially bad words in 
Catholic teaching. God Himself has 
provided many innocent comforts 
and many sinless pleasures for all His 
children during their sojourn on 
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earth. The comforts of home and 
family life and wholesome recreation 
and sleep; the pleasures of sex prop- 
erly used; of eating and drinking in 
moderation; of festive celebrations— 
these are gifts of God for which 
every human being should be grate- 
ful. 

Comfort and pleasure represent a 
status wrongly sought after by Cath- 
olics when they are made a final end 
in themselves, and are thought to be 
purchasable at the price of sin. It is 
a part of this mentality to resist and 
reject every shadow of the cross, to 
want to deny nothing to the animal 
appetites of human nature. 


There is a language common to the 
seekers after a status of comfort and 
pleasure at any cost, and it borders 
on the blasphemous. It centers 
around such expressions as these: “I 
have a right to happiness and pleas- 
ure.” “God does not want me to suf- 
fer.” “If I have to suffer for any of 
the pleasures I take, I shall have 
plenty of company.” “God will un- 
derstand and be merciful to me even 
though I openly live in rebellion 
against His laws.” 

We say that such statements bor- 
der on the blasphemous because they 
are uttered almost in derision of 
many things said to His followers by 
Jesus Christ. While He never intimat- 
ed a desire to eliminate all comfort 
and pleasure from human life, He did 
make it clear that no pleasure must 
be sought contrary to God’s law, and 
that at times even innocent pleasures 
would have to be given up in a spirit 
of penance for sins already com- 
mitted. 
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Thus He said: “If any man would 
come after Me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross and follow 
Me.” (Matt. 16:24) And in a pow- 
erful figure of speech, in which He 
used their own flesh and blood as a 
symbol of what kind of things His 
followers must be ready to give up 
for love of Him, He said: “He that 
loveth father or mother more than 
Me is not worthy of Me; and he that 
loveth son or daughter more than Me 
is not worthy of Me.” (Matt. 10:37) 
His own death on the cross for love 
of all men dramatized these demands 
that He made on all who would be 
saved. 

Catholic seekers after the status of 
inordinate comfort and luxury are of 
many kinds. 


1) Catholics who enter and contin- 
ue to live in invalid marriages direct- 
ly and deliberately seek the pleasures 
of sex and the comforts of home in a 
manner forthrightly forbidden by 
Jesus Christ. He called this “adult- 
ery.” They say, “I have a right to 
some joy in life,” meaning “to this 
forbidden joy,” which makes the use 
of the word “right” preposterous. 


2) Catholic married people who re- 
fuse to abide by the law of God, as 
made known to them through nine- 
teen centuries of unswerving teaching 
by His Church, in the matter of the 
sinfulness of contraception, are status 
seekers after comfort and pleasure 
that can never be approved by either 
the authority of God or by the cru- 
cified Christ. 

They choose to allow themselves 
self-sterilized sex pleasures; they 
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achieve a certain freedom from the 
burdens and responsibilities to be ex- 
pected in their state of life; they are 
able to provide for themselves leisure, 
comforts and luxuries. But by doing 
so they also choose to exclude them- 
selves from the number of those who, 
in the words of Christ, “come after 
Me” or “are worthy of Me.” 


3) Catholics who have eliminated 
from their lives all personal mortifi- 
cation, either of the kind command- 
ed by the Church (fast and absti- 
nence) or of a personally chosen 
kind, are seeking a status of comfort 
and pleasure that will make their 
chances of salvation very dim. 

Such persons not only sin by dis- 
obedience to the Church that com- 
mands certain forms of mortification, 
but usually also fall into sins of in- 
temperate drinking, of lust, of failure 
to pray, etc. They dramatize in real 
life our Lord’s words: “Unless you 
shall do penance, you shall all like- 
wise perish.” (Luke 13:3) 


IV. Seeking the status of appear- 
ing before the world as_extraord- 
inarily successful by inordinate dis- 
plays of affluence and subservience 
to the worldly ways of other wealthy 
people. 

The exact point at which a person 
violates the will of God and does 
harm to his soul in this matter of 
parading his wealth and success is 
somewhat harder to determine than 
in the forms of status seeking describ- 
ed above. 

There is a natural and not evil ten- 
dency in all human beings to want to 
raise their material standards of liv- 
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ing in accord with increased income 
and greater material success. It is cer- 
tainly in no sense wrong for people 
who live in somewhat cramped quar- 
ters to seek more roomy dwelling 
places as soon as these can be af- 
forded. It is not wrong for those who 
live in run-down neighborhoods to 
seek more bright and cheery sur- 
roundings when their income makes 
this possible. It is not wrong for peo- 
ple who have worked hard, who have 
made good use of their business abil- 
ity, who have been financially suc- 
cessful, to surround themselves and 
their families with beautiful, expen- 
sive and luxurious things which are 
in keeping with their social and fi- 
nancial position. 


It is in these very matters, how- 
ever, that Catholics need to remain 
levelheaded, aware of the false pom- 
posities of the world in which they 
live, and above all, conscious of spir- 
itual values and goals that material 
luxuries can drive out of their minds. 

Several specific warnings may be 
issued under this general heading. 


1) There is the danger that, in the 
general American scramble (or, as it 
is often called, “rat race”) to appear 
successful and affluent, many will 
overreach themselves financially and 
strap themselves with heavy mort- 
gage and installment payments for 
homes and furnishings they cannot 
really afford. To keep up with the 
Joneses they become prisoners of 
their creditors. The pressures under 
which this keeps them drives peace 
out of their minds and often makes 
them selfish, cold-hearted toward 
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charitable and religious causes, even 
miserly. 


2) There is the danger, and this es- 
pecially for those who can well af- 
ford palatial homes, luxuriant fur- 
nishings and conveniences, expensive 
art collections, etc., that the fatal 
disease of egotism and pride will set 
in. This is what Christ referred to 
when He said: “How hardly shall 
they that have great possessions ever 
enter the kingdom of heaven.” He 
was thinking of so many who can 
survey their huge estates, call numer- 
ous servants to do their bidding, 
spend hours wandering through the 
auditorium - like rooms of their 
homes, and who gradually come to 
think or say: “All this is mine. It is 
mine by right. How great I am. I am 
in need of nothing. I don’t even need 
God.” 


3) Then there is the danger that, 
when the wealthy Catholic man has 
everything he can possibly use or en- 
joy and has proved to the world by 
the lavishness of his possessions how 
successful he is, he will bestow boun- 
teous gifts of his surplus on purely 
secularistic causes. 


He is still seeking status among 
his fellow rich men. If tax deductions 
permit him to make large donations, 
he does not readily think of spiritual 
or religious causes that he might 
promote to the everlasting welfare of 
souls. He thinks of Harvard or Yale 
or some secular humanistic founda- 
tion, and with a great fanfare of pub- 
licity hands over huge sums to such 
institutions. 
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It would perhaps be surprising to 
many common people to learn how 
large a part of the fabulous endow- 
ments held by prominent secular uni- 
versities in America come from Cath- 
olic fortunes; or at least from the 
fortunes of persons who once were 
Catholic. How surprised these latter 
will some day be to learn that God 
keeps records too! 


4) A final danger to those Catho- 
lics who have been extraordinarily 
successful in making money or in- 
creasing vast inheritances, is that 
they will lose the essential Christian 
sense of compassion for the under- 
privileged and poor. Many of them 
acquire a mentality through which 
they think that they were destined 
from all eternity to be rich and the 
poor were destined from all eternity 
to be poor. Then they make it their 
business to try to keep things so. 
Some even label as communistic any 


reasonable means or program that 
would better the lot of the poor. 

Let it be said emphatically that 
there are many solidly Catholic, 
wealthy people who have not suc- 
cumbed to the dangers set down 
here. But they are in the minority, 
and doubly to be praised because 
they are. The majority slip into the 
“rat race” of establishing an even 
firmer status with their secular coun- 
terparts. 


The lesson of all this is a simple 
one. By baptism every Catholic has 
been given the status of a child of 
God. His primary life’s purpose is to 
increase that status by increasing his 
sanctifying grace. Any status achieved 
among men at the price of sanctify- 
ing grace, or even of diminishing 
sanctifying grace in his soul, is not 
only shabby and worthless, but can 
be fatal to the true happiness for 
which every human being was made. 
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Leonard F. Hyland, C.SS.R. 


N FOUR occasions recorded in 
O the Gospels Christ is seen work- 
ing the supreme miracle of raising the 
dead to life. St. Mark (5:21-43) re- 
lates the first instance. A man named 
Jairus, a ruler of the synagogue, ap- 
proached the Saviour and begged Him 
to heal his sick child. But before Christ 
reached the house of the ruler, word 
was brought that the little 12-year-old 
girl had just died. Nonetheless, Christ 
entered the house, sent the noisy 
mourners out of the room, and said 
simply: “Girl, I say to thee arise.” And 
the child rose up immediately and be- 
gan to walk. St. Mark then adds the 
gentle touch: “He (Christ) directed 
that something be given her to eat.” 
(Mark 5:43) 

St. Luke (7:11-15) recounts the sec- 
ond miracle of this kind; it is the touch- 
ing story of the widow of Naim. “As 
He drew near the gate of the town, 
behold a dead man was being carried 
out, the only son of his mother, and 
she was a widow. . . . And the Lord, 
seeing her, had compassion on her and 
said to her, ‘Do not weep.’ And He 
went up and touched the stretcher; and 
the bearers stood still, And He said, 
‘Young man, I say to thee, arise.’ And 
he who was dead, sat up and began to 
speak. And He gave him to his moth- 
er.” 
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— Thougldt forthe Sluit-w 


The Dead Shall Rise 


The well-known story of Lazarus 
(St. John, Chapter 11) contains the 
third great life-giving miracle. After 
consoling Martha and Mary, the sisters 
of the dead man, and eliciting from 
them an expression of deep faith, 
Christ goes to the tomb, “groaning in 
Himself,” so that the bystanders said: 
‘See how He loved him.” Then we are 
told that Christ cried out with a loud 
voice: “Lazarus, come forth!” And at 
once he who had been dead came forth, 
the burial bands still on his hands and 
feet. 

In Christ’s own resurrection we have 
what might be called the miracle of 
miracles. By restoring life to the body 
from which His soul had departed on 
Calvary He proved with inescapable 
force His claim to be truly God as well 
as man. By this miracle He laid the 
very cornerstone of our faith. “If Christ 
has not risen, vain is your faith,” wrote 
St. Paul. (1 Cor. 15:14) All four 
evangelists recount the story of the res- 
urrection with great clarity and vigor. 


Why do we commend the study of 
these four great miracles to shut-ins? 
Because in them Christ reveals so beau- 
tifully His tender compassion for those 
who are suffering. 

Miracles do not happen now with 
the same frequency as in Christ’s time, 
because the need for them as a direct 
proof of His divine mission no longer 
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exists. But Christ’s compassion still re- 
mains. Let the sick cling to that fact. 
God knows what they must endure; He 
will give them strength, and will make 
it up to them for their patient endur- 
ance in His own good time. Moreover 
He has power to do this, He whose 


Let shut-ins reflect often on the 
words of Christ which have soothed 
the grief of so many Christians, mourn- 
ing the loss of a loved one: 

“T am the resurrection and the life; 
he who believes in Me, even if he die, 
shall live; and whoever. lives and be- 


power is so great that even death itself 


lieves in Me, shall never die.” (John 
must cringe at His command. 


11:25-6) 





THE HEART OF OUR SAVIOUR 

All the tribes came to David and said; “Behold, we are thy bone and 
thy flesh.” Thus, repenting sinners must say to Christ: have patience with 
us and dismiss our sins, because we are Thy bone and Thy flesh. Thou 
becamest a man for the sake of us men, and from what Thou didst 
suffer Thou hast learnt to show mercy. We cannot say to any angel: 
behold, we are thy bone and thy flesh; but to Thee God, to Thee the 
Son of God Who didst not assume the angelic seed but the seed of 
Abraham, truly we may say: behold, we are Thy bone and Thy flesh. 
Have mercy then on Thy bone and Thy flesh. Could anyone hate his very 
flesh? Our brother Thou art, and bound to have pity on the miseries of 
Thy brethren. Thou and we claim the same father; Thou on account of 
Thy nature, we by reason of grace. Thou then, Who art powerful in Thy 
Father’s house, do not deprive us of that holy inheritance, since we are 
Thy bone and Thy flesh. The children of Israel brought the bones of 
Joseph from Egypt into the promised land, and Thou, from the darkness 
of this Egypt, our life, bring us into the land of eternal bliss, since we are 
Thy bone and Thy flesh. Well then it is said, “Publicans and sinners 
draw near to Jesus.” Penitent sinners must do as the bees, of whom we 
are told that when their king flies out of the hive, all fly with him and 
surround him with a dense mass; he being in the center and the bees all 
around. And if the king is unable to fly any longer, the swarming bees 
will support him on their flight; and if the king dies, they too die with 
him. Jesus Christ is our King Whom we must follow as good bees would 
do with theirs, and around Him we must fly and place Him -— that is, 
by our faith in Him — right in the middle of our heart, surrounding that 
faith with serried ranks of virtues. And should that faith, in any of its 
followers, be brought down to sin, by preaching and by prayer we must 
lift it up: and finally with Him, dead and crucified, we must die, crucify- 
ing our members with all their vices and ill desires. 

From the sermons of St. Anthony of Padua 
Everybody’s St. Anthony 





In life as in a mirror, you never get more out than you put in. 
April, 1961 





When 


Will 


the 


World 


End? 








One man’s opinion about 
the end of the world! 
And we mean OPINION! 


JOHN KREUZER, C.SS.R. 


O HAVE and to hold an opinion 
—any opinion — is one of the 
luxuries of ignorance. Like playing a 
game of gin rummy. Angels cannot 
play it, because they are too smart. 
Too keen. They can see right through 
the cards. And gin rummy would not 
be a game at all if cards were as 
transparent as gin. The game re- 
mains a game only as long as the op- 
ponents are somewhat ignorant of 
each other’s hands. Of course, right 
off each player starts calculating, sur- 
mising, guessing and playing his 
hunches. Which is to say he starts 
forming OPINIONS. 


Although an opinion is something 
a man may be willing to champion 
and defend all through the day and 
half the night, still at the same time 
he knows he can never really prove 
it to the hilt; for back in some musty 
corner of his mind squirms the germ 
of suspicion that he could just pos- 
sibly be wrong. And all the vehe- 
mence of his table pounding cannot 
quite crush that germ. Could that 
germ of doubt be exterminated, it 
would be the deathblow of his opin- 
ion; and phoenix-like there would 
rise up to its imperishable perch an- 
other golden eaglet of TRUTH. 

For instance, it is not my opinion 
that the Catholic Church is the only 
true, genuine religion any more than 
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it is my opinion that the shortest dis- 
tance between two points is a straight 
line. These are not mere opinions but 
hard, solid, unshakable truths. 


But it is my opinion that the Uni- 
versity of Washington had the great- 
est collegiate football team in the 
country last season. It is also my 
opinion that no living man can eat 
more than five pounds of baked beans 
at a sitting, that rock and roll is on 
its way out, and that Khrushchev 
should go on a diet. These are a few 
of my opinions: Like everyone else, 
I have hundreds. Some I take quite 
seriously; others are as frivolous and 
frail as butterflies locked in soap bub- 
bles. All of them are stamped with a 
certain uncertainty. 

But the opinion that I should like 
to champion at the moment concerns 
the day that the world will end. I 
should like to bring hope to those 
who think the world is in so hopeless 
a condition that it must soon come 
to an end. Too many people have the 
feeling that everything is in such a 
calamitous state that God is just 
about ready to let us blow ourselves 
up beautifully in a final blaze of gore. 
They are, of course, welcome to their 
opinion. And I am welcome to mine. 


OWN through history there have 

been fanatics so convinced that 
the end of the world was imminent 
that they gave away all they had and 
gathered together on a hilltop or in 
an open plain and stood waiting for 
the precise moment of doom just as 
you or I might wait for a scheduled 
train at the station. It would be in- 
teresting to know what these opinion- 
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ated people did when things did not 
go according to schedule. Possibly 
they upbraided celestial inefficiency. 

Now the opinion that the universe 
will continue to exist for millions of 
years yet to come is not just wild 
speculation. Look at it this way: it 
seems quite certain that the firma- 
ment God made has been in existence 
for many millions of years. Most 
probably man himself has been in- 
habiting this earth for more than half 
a million years. Furthermore it is a 
fact that Christ, the God-man, ar- 
rived only a little less than two thou- 
sand years ago. An odd love story it 
would be if the courtship took twen- 
ty years and the marriage lasted only 
two days. God can certainly devise a 
better plot than that. 


WE ARE, in my opinion, only at 

the beginning. The great move- 
ment of Christianity is still in swad- 
dling clothes. The human race may 
still grow up and fill not just the 
earth but the entire universe. As a 
baby beginning to reach out groping- 
ly with its small hands and wonder- 
ing eyes, so too we are just begin- 
ning to reach into space. The mag- 
nificent drama of expanding the 
Mystical Body of Christ out to the 
furthest star is a play still in its pre- 
lude. Soon we may be able to send 
the next man who speaks about over- 
population to a homestead on Mars. 


Let’s face it, however. Nobody 
really knows. And if tomorrow the 
earth goes off like a smashed atom, 
I'll be willing to admit that I was 
wrong when we meet in Kingdom 
Come. 
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FEATURE LETTER 


A Mother’s Day 


(Editor’s note: Jn our January is- 
sue we carried an article with the 
title, “Why Father Didn’t Get There.” 
The article gave a detailed account 
of a typical day in the life of a priest 
in a large, busy city parish. In the 
letter published below a mother tells 
graphically what happens “on the oth- 
er side of the fence.” A round-by- 
round account of a mother’s day 
should, we believe, be highly enlight- 
ening to husbands who may have no 
factual knowledge of what a “moth- 
er’s day” really means. We hope, too, 
that many young ladies who are look- 
ing forward to or preparing for mar- 
riage will read the letter attentively, 
because it offers them an honest pre- 
view of the role for which they must 
fit themselves if they choose the vo- 
cation of marriage.) 


kk 
Dear Father: 

With all due respect for the diffi- 
culties of the priestly way of life, and 
with sympathy particularly for Fath- 
er Broker who wrote the article, Why 
Father Didn’t Get There, I invite you 
to peek over my shoulder for a 
glimpse into a home and a view of 
the record of a day in the life of a 
mother and housewife. 


12 


THE MORNING 

5:30—My alarm clock in the form 
of six-month-old Johnny goes off. No 
turning this alarm off with a deft 
flick of the wrist. So I go to his room, 
murmuring a halfhearted Glory be to 
God for the beginning of a new day. 

6:15—Johnny diapered, fed, con- 
tented and cooing. Big decision as to 
whether to go back to bed for 15 
minutes more rest or to dress and 
start breakfast. Three-year-old An- 
dy’s “Can I get up, mommy?” re- 
solves the question, and I dress self 
and Andy. By this time two-year-old 
Anna Marie has bounced upon the 
scene. Dress her, wake daddy and 
start breakfast. 

7:00—Settle daddy, Anna Marie 
and Andy down to breakfast with the 
usual admonitions not to drop toast 
in the orange juice, nor mix eggs in 
the hair. Prepare daddy’s lunch. 

7:30—Wipe up spilled cocoa. 

7:31—Enviously see daddy off to 
work. Close garage door and return 
to kitchen to greet first crisis of the 
day. Daddy forgot to wave bye-bye 
to Andy. Tears flow copiously. Meet 
the crisis with a promise to remind 
daddy in the future. 

7:45—Retire to back bedroom to 
make bed and start cleaning house. 
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7:46—Return to kitchen to inves- 
tigate suspicious giggling. Inform An- 
dy that in the interest of longevity it 
would be better if he didn’t stack 
glasses four high. 

8:15—After wearing a path be- 
tween kitchen and bedroom, aban- 
don cleaning house in favor of doing 
dishes. 

8:16—Start dishes. 

8:17—Johnny cries. Investigate. 
Retrieve fallen rattle. 

8:21—Resume dishwashing. 

8:25—Johnny cries. Pick him up 
and put him on kitchen floor to play. 

8:31—Resume dishwashing. 

8:33—Untie Anna Marie’s bib 
and wipe her hands and face. Like- 
wise Andy. 

8:40—Resume dishwashing. 

8:41—Johnny cries. Ignore him. 

8:42—Johnny cries louder. Talk 
to him. 

8:45—Johnny screams. Pick him 
up and rock him. (Swift, fleeting 
temptation to use real rocks.) 

9:05—Put Johnny in crib for his 
morning nap. 

9:30—Finish dishes. Clean kitch- 
en. 

9:45—Get Andy’s puzzle. 

9:46—Stop Anna Marie from 
messing up Andy’s puzzle. 

9:50—Help Anna Marie empty 
ash tray and get her a catalog to look 
at. 

9:55—Andy tries to eat candy 
from catalog. Anna Marie covers pic- 
ture so he can’t get any. Andy cries, 
then slaps Anna Marie. Mama inter- 
venes. (Blessed are the peacemak- 
ers!) Settle both down with books. 

10:05—Johnny wakes. Feed him 
and settle him down to play. 
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10:45 - 12:00—Finish cleaning 
house. 


THE AFTERNOON 

12:00—Put Johnny to bed. Pre- 
pare meal and feed Andy and Anna 
Marie. 

12:30—Johnny falls asleep. 

12:45—Put Andy and Anna 
Marie to bed. 

1:30—Anna Marie falls asleep. 

1:45—Andy falls asleep. 

1:50—Johnny wakes up. Try to 
keep him quiet so other children can 
sleep. Vain attempt! 

2:30—Anna Marie wakes up. 
Dress her. 

2:40—Andy wakes up. Dress him. 

2:45—Anna Marie hits Andy over 
the head with a tinker toy box. An- 
dy cries. Spank Anna Marie. Anna 
Marie cries. Johnny hears them. 
Johnny cries. (Time out for serious 
meditation. Wonder if there’s any or- 
der of quiet contemplative nuns who 
accept women accused of child aban- 
donment.) Soothe Andy. Assure An- 
na Marie I still love her. Comfort 
Johnny. 

3:15—Make a motion that we 
bake cookies. Move seconded and 
thirded. 

3:20—Children pull up chairs — 
one on either side of me.. Begin cook- 
ie making. 

3:30—Andy starts to fall. Reach 
for him. Knock oatmeal box into 
dishwater. 

3:35—Pick up soggy oatmeal from 
sink. (Time out for more serious 
meditation. Mary has, indeed, chos- 
en the better part!) 

4:00—Start supper preparations. 

4:00 - 5:00 — Fixed Raggedy 
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Ann’s broken head. Got clothespin 
“smokes” for Andy and Anna Marie. 
Put Johnny in his bouncing chair. 
Rocked dolly because she didn’t feel 
good. Settle argument about who had 
book first, thus avoiding bloodshed. 
Fixed tinker toy wagon that came 
apart. 

5:00—The lord and master re- 
turns from work. 

5:15 - 6:30—Eat supper and do 
dishes. Love this time of day since 
daddy plays with children while I do 
dishes in peace. 

6:30—Baths, water, toothbrushes, 
bed, stories, prayers, Amen! 


THE EVENING 

7:00—Revised Longfellow’s poem 
to read, “Comes a pause in the day’s 
occupation that is known as the par- 
ents’ hour.” 

7:15—Rosary followed by prayer 
for vocations, particularly for our 
children. (Wonder if it’s sacrilegious 


to add a “soon” to that latter pray- 
er.) 

7:35—Read article in LIGUORI- 
AN — “Weekday Virtues — Cheer- 
fulness.” Did some good. I actually 
smiled when I spanked Anna Marie 
and told her to lie down for the tenth 
time. 

7:59-10:00—Worked on finishing 
touches of dress I’m making for An- 
na Marie. Indulged in first real con- 
versation of the day with my hus- 
band. 

10:00—Retired to “sleep that 
knits the raveled sleeve of care” with 
sure knowledge that I would be 
awakened about four times during 
the night for such various reasons as 
drink of water, potty, “I lonesome, 
mommy!” or merely patting popos. 

That, dismissing unsolicited phone 
calls, doorbells and mail, briefly is 
my day. Typical? Heavens, no! This 
was one of the good days. 
Minneapolis, Minn. Mrs. V. V. L. 





SMALL CROSSES 
My dearest Jesus, teach me to be patient, when all the day long my 
heart is troubled by little, but vexatious crosses. 


Cardinal Merry del Val 





CONFORMITY 
Grant me Thy grace, most merciful Jesus, that it may be with me and 
work with me and persevere with me even to the end. 
Grant that I may always desire and will that which is to Thee most 


acceptable and most dear. 


Let Thy will be mine, and let my will ever follow Thine, and agree 


perfectly with it. 


Let my willing and not-willing be all one with Thine, and let me not 
be able to will or not will anything else but what Thou willest or willest 


not. 


The Raccolta 
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What Priests Give Up 


ROBLEM: I am the father of four 
P sons and I take violent exception 
to two statements made in the article in 
the October LIGUORIAN on how to 
foster religious vocations in the home. 

The first statement is to the effect 
that a genuine Catholic parent recog- 
nizes that a priest or religious has giv- 
en up far more for the love of Christ 
than a married person or a single per- 
son in the world. Since when has a 
person who is doing exactly what he 
wants to do in his chosen vocation 
given up anything? Usually it is the 
unfortunate sister or brother of the 
priest or religious who gives up most 
by staying home to take care of aging 
parents. I personally cannot see that 
you priests have given up anything. I 
certainly would not attempt to sell the 
priesthood or religious life to any of 
my children on the basis of their hav- 
ing to give up anything. 

The second statement is that “a good 
Catholic parent will not stand for crit- 
icism of priests and religious even when 
their faults are readily observable.” 
How much faith would my children 
have in my judgment if I tried to de- 
fend a priest who is clearly shirking 
some of his duties? I find it much more 
effective to say that priests are human 
beings like all of us, and that some are 
better than others. The one criticism I 
have of your magazine is that, while 
you write about every conceivable duty 
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Donald F. Miller, C.SS.R. 


and obligation of lay people, you never 
write on the duties (and shortcomings) 
of priests. 


OLUTION: To objection No. 1: 

Jesus Christ set forth the ten com- 
mandments and the laws that assure 
one’s living a life of grace as the neces- 
sary means of salvation for all man- 
kind. He proposed counsels of spiritual 
perfection and of special sacrifice for 
the love of God for a proportionately 
small number of human beings whc 
would freely choose to accept an in- 
vitation from Him to live by these 
counsels. Each of these counsels repre- 
sents the renunciation of something es- 
pecially dear to human nature. Human 
nature loves freedom and independence 
within the limitations of Christ’s com- 
mandments; the priest and religious 
give up all freedom and independence 
by accepting the yoke of obedience. 
Human nature is instinctively attracted 
toward sex, love, marriage and family; 
the priest and religious renounce all 
these by choosing perpetual virginity 
and all that it involves. Human nature 
loves ownership of property, and in- 
creasing ownership; priests and religious 
bind themselves by a special obligation 
of detachment from ownership or a 
vow of poverty. It is true that priests 
and religious often seem externally to 
be much better off than some married 
or single people in the world. That does 
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not change the fact that essentially they 
have renounced more of their human 
appetites for the love of God than any- 
body in the world. That is why these 
are called the spiritually higher voca- 
tions. It is also why there is always a 
shortage of priests and religious. Thou- 
sands aspire; few reach the goal. 

To objection No. 2: It is never nec- 
essary to deny the general fact that 
there are some priests and religious 
who are, in a small degree or a great 
degree, neglectful of their duties and 
less dedicated to living by the counsels 
of Christ than they should be. It is 
never necessary “to defend” the obvi- 
ous shortcomings of a priest or reli- 
gious in the sense of trying to make 
them out to be something good. It is 
not wrong nor imprudent for parents 
to make general remarks to their chil- 
dren that priests and religious are hu- 
man beings and are not all saints; that 


they do fall into classes of good, better 
and best. But certainly it is contrary to 
the eighth commandment of God for 
parents to make known to their chil- 
dren specific faults of priests that the 
smart parents discover, but that the 
children would never notice by them- 
selves; this is detraction. Certainly it is 
contrary to charity for parents to bring 
up, over and over again in family con- 
versation, even the known faults of 
priests, just as it is wrong to do the 
same about the known faults and sins 
of lay neighbors. Over and above the 
basic violations of charity involved, 
this practice impedes and sometimes 
strangles the idea of becoming a priest 
or religious in the mind of a child sub- 
jected to it. For those who would like 
a deeper study of this topic we recom- 


mend the LIGUORIAN pamphlet 
(10¢) entitled: “On Criticizing the 
Clergy.” 





didn’t You do it my way?” 





RESPITE FROM PROOF 

We must not dwell constantly on proof and demonstration. The con- 
tinual demand for proof stifles love; stifling love stifles life. We must 
reach the point where proof is no longer necessary. For husband and 
wife to demand continually, “Well, prove that you love me!” is to kill 
love. This keeps us on edge. That’s the vice of jealousy and mistrust. 
Because by love we give ourselves to each other: once for all I’m yours 
and you’re mine. The essence of marriage lies in this giving of one anoth- 
er, the two becoming one — forever. 

Now it is much the same with Christ: to demand proof stifles love. 
We smother our spiritual life by constantly challenging Christ’s good 
intentions, by repeatedly asking, “Why did You do this?” and “Why 


Our spiritual life is our courtship with Christ. Imagine a courtship 
crammed with nothing but question marks and suspicion. So we start out 
from the bedrock soaring upwards. We are creatures, children of God, 
brothers and sisters of Christ, heirs of heaven. From these rooted foun- 
dation truths we climb toward our Lord. We embrace Christ: “I’m Yours 
and You're mine, and that’s that. Let’s go on from here.” 

J. B. Gremillion — The Journal of a Southern Pastor 
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Religion for Pre-Schoolers 


THE PERSON OF CHRIST 


CHILD must be brought quick- 

ly into contact with Christ be- 
cause the Christian religion is, above 
all, the loving and following of 
Christ. Religion is never meant to be 
a dry catechism of beliefs or a cold 
code of morality. The early Chris- 
tians became Christians because they 
loved Christ; they either knew Him 
or knew the apostles who spoke in 
glowing terms about Him. 

Christ must not be some remote 
figure Who lived and died two thou- 
sand years ago; Christ is eternal and 
yet contemporary with every age. He 
is the head of His Mystical Body and 
is the constant source of graces for 
all the members; He is close to every 
person. Religious education must 
make the child realize this truth. A 
child must know and love Christ and, 
surely, to know Christ is to love Him. 


Life is so much simpler for a child 
if he can look at Christ and learn 
what is expected of him. Obedience, 
charity and purity are more appeal- 
ing when seen in the person of Christ. 
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The child, as every adult, must be 
able to say with St. Paul: “I live, 
now not I, but Christ lives in me.” 


CHRIST AS A CHILD 
HE normal way to make a child 
love Christ is to show him our 
Lord as a child. There is always 
something warmly appealing about a 
child, and something especially at- 
tractive about God Who became a 
child. The child should be told the 
Christmas story of the birth of Christ 
and of the angels and shepherds who 
came to celebrate that great day. 
There are beautiful pictures of Christ 
as a child or of Christ as a man in 
the midst of children. 

Christmas should be a special feast 
in the home. There is no great need 
to expel Santa Claus from Christmas, 
but there is need to invite Christ to 
His birthday party. Some families tie 
in Santa Claus with the feast of St. 
Nicholas on December 6, and leave 
Christmas for Christ. It is a good 
idea to bake a birthday cake for 
Christ on Christmas and to have the 
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children sing “Happy birthday, dear 
Jesus!” as the candle is blown out. 

The child can find obedience a lit- 
tle easier if he realizes that Christ, 
Who knew everything and could do 
everything, still took orders from 
Mary and Joseph who were only hu- 
man. An explanation of Jesus’ work 
in the carpenter shop with St. Joseph, 
and His household chores for Mary, 
can help the child perform its own 
tasks. A child will be impressed to 
know that all the Bible says about 
Christ from the time He was 12 till 
He became 30 was that He obeyed 
His parents in their home at Nazar- 
eth. 


CHRIST ON THE CROSS 
HRIST on the cross must show 
not only the evil of sin, but the 
love and mercy of Christ. The pains 
of the passion and death must make 
a child determined not to sin because 
of the greatness of the love shown by 
Christ. 


The story of the crucifix is simply 
the story of God’s love and man’s 
sinfulness. A parent should explain 
how evil sin must be if it closed 
heaven and caused Christ to suffer as 
He did. But, above all, the child must 
understand how much Christ loved 
all of us to die for us. This truth can 
be made more personal in explaining 
the words of St. Paul: “Christ loved 
me and delivered Himself up to 
death for me.” An example might 
help here. Suppose the child had 
done something wrong, but an older 
brother took all the blame and pun- 
ishment. Surely the older brother 
must love the younger one very 
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much. This is how Christ loves all of 
us. This sacrifice of Christ will mean 
something very personal to the child. 


A woman who trained her family 
very well was Eliza Vaughan, the 
mother of thirteen children, of whom 
eleven became priests or religious. 
She was very careful to instruct her 
children about the love of God and 
the sufferings of Christ. When they 
were old enough to understand, she 
would take them aside and say to 
them: “Look at those dear five 
wounds; imagine all the pain suffered 
and all that blood shed for you. You 
must never forget, no matter how 
long you live, to love more than any- 
thing on earth those precious wounds. 
If ever you are naughty and offend 
God, it will be because you forgot 
how much you cost Him.” 


CHRIST ON THE ALTAR 


HE same Christ Who was in the 
crib and on the cross is also 
present in the tabernacle. The child 
must learn that the church is the 
home of Christ and the tabernacle is 
the special place where He lives. 
Christ loved us all so very much that 
He did not want to leave us alone, 
but remained with us. Christ is so big 
and powerful that He was able to 
make Himself small and appear un- 
der the form of a wafer of bread. The 
child can be taught reverence for 
Christ and respect for His home. It 
will not be too difficult to tell a 
young one to talk quietly to Christ 
but not to others when in church. 
Since we cannot remain with 
Christ, we light the tabernacle light 
to take our place and keep Him com- 
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pany. The child should be brought to 
church during the day so that it can 
make a tour and have the various 
items explained to it. Then perhaps 
the parents could bring the child to 
benediction as a preparation for at- 
tendance at Mass. 


even than she did, was always abid- 
ing, ever ready to greet us when we 
went to see Him. She loved her gar- 
den, but would have been shocked if 
the fairest flowers had been sent to 
her room instead of to the chapel.” 
By means of these simple lessons, 





One of the priest-sons of Eliza 
Vaughan tells us: “Our mother re- 
minded her children that there in the 
tabernacle, One Who loved us more 


Christ in the crib, on the cross and 
in the tabernacle can become a real 
person who is very much loved by 
the child. 





VIRTUE FROM THE CROSS 


St. Augustine says that the passion of Christ can bring about a com- 
plete reformation of our lives. Whoever wishes to live perfectly need do 
nothing other than despise what Christ despised on the cross, and desire 
what Christ desired. There is no virtue that did not have its example 
on the cross. 

So if you seek an example of charity, then, “greater love than this no 
man hath, that a man lay down his life for his friends.” And this Christ 
did upon the cross. If, therefore, He gave His life for us, we ought to 
endure any and all evils for Him. . . . If you seek an example of patience, 
you will find it in its highest degree upon the cross. Great patience is 
exemplified in two ways; either when one suffers intensely in all patience, 
or when one suffers that which he could avoid if he so wished. . . . If 
you seek an example of humility, look upon Him Who is crucified, al- 
though He was God, He chose to be judged by Pontius Pilate and to be 
put to death. . . . If you seek an example of obedience, imitate Him 

Who was obedient to the Father unto death. . . . If you seek an example 
| of contempt for earthly things, imitate Him Who is the King of kings, 

the Lord of rulers, in Whom are all the treasures of wisdom; but on the 
cross He was stripped naked, ridiculed, spat upon, bruised, crowned 
with thorns, given to drink of vinegar and gall, and finally put to death. 
How falsely, therefore, is one attached to riches and raiment, for: 
“They parted My garments amongst them; and upon My vesture they 
cast lots.” How falsely is one attached to honors, since “I was covered 
with lashes and insults;” how falsely to positions of power, because 
“taking a crown of thorns, they placed it upon My brow;” how falsely 
to delicacies of the table, for “in My thirst they gave Me to drink of 
vinegar.” Thus, St. Augustine, in commenting on these words, “Who, 
having joy set before Him, endured the cross despising the shame,” 
says: “The man Christ despised all earthly things in order to teach us to 
despise them.” 
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A Teacher’s Problem 


ROBLEM: I am a science teacher 
P in a public school, with several 
classes in biology. In view of the many 
current studies on the origin of life, I 
must be prepared for such questions 
from the pupils as: “Were human beings 
evolved from a lower form of animal 
life?” and “Did the first forms of life 
come from dead matter?” How can I 
answer such questions in a way that 
will be truly scientific and at the same 
time conformable to the teachings of 
the Catholic Church? 


OLUTION: I suppose some persons 

would say that such questions from 
the pupils belong entirely to the realm 
of science and not to the sphere of reli- 
gion. But if this means that a teacher 
may or should answer them without 
any reference to God, it would make 
his teaching utterly unscientific. No 
reasonable or scientific explanation of 
the origin or development of life, 
whether human, animal or vegetable, 
can be given without bringing in a ref- 
erence to an all-powerful and all-wise 
Creator. 

Our own reason clearly perceives 
that nothing can make itself, for a 
thing must exist before it can exercise 
any activity. Reason also points out 
that a being cannot produce anything 
superior to itself by its own inherent 
power. It might, however, do this by a 
power communicated to it by a su- 
perior being. 
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Problems of Professtonal 
RS and Business People 


Now, let us consider the particular 
questions submitted by our correspond- 
ent: 

1. In discussing the question of the 
evolution of living beings from lower 
forms of life, we must first make a 
distinction between living beings inferior 
to man — plants and irrational ani- 
mals — and human beings. As to the 
evolution of the former, there is no 
Catholic teaching that forbids one to 
hold that evolution of a lower form of 
life to a higher has actually occurred. 
In other words, God could have com- 
municated to plants and animals (in- 
ferior to men) the power to develop 
gradually into higher forms of plant or 
animal life. In such a case, the evolu- 
tion would have taken place, not 
through the power natural to the plants 
or animals themselves, but through a 
power given by the Creator, added to 
their natural power of activity. To hold 
that any being can by its proper power 
produce something of a higher degree 
is like saying that a man can raise him- 
self by his bootstraps. 

In considering the possibility of the 
evolution of man, we must distinguish 
again between man’s body and his soul. 
Certainly, it is not impossible for God 
to give some lower form of living being 
the power to evolve into a human body. 
For, as far as his body is concerned, 
man is essentially an animal. However, 
it is not scientific to teach that this pro- 
cess of evolution of the body has cer- 
tainly occurred. It is still only a theory 
which has not been proved convincing- 


THE LIGUORIAN 

















ly. But, if at any future time science 
proves the evolutionary hypothesis to 
have actually occurred, Catholics will 
have no difficulty on the part of their 
faith, in accepting it. 

It is different with the human soul. 
That is an essentially spiritual entity 
that could not have developed from a 
lower animal; hence, it could have 
come into existence only through a di- 
rect act of the all-powerful Creator. 


2. The theory of spontaneous gener- 
ation — that is, the evolution of life 
from some dead matter — is not 
against Catholic teaching, as long as it 
is granted that the Creator gave inani- 
mate matter the power to produce some 
rudimentary form of life. Perhaps this 
process might be induced by the aid 
of chemical compounds. Indeed, both 
St. Augustine and St. Thomas regarded 
it as probable that this does occur. Ex- 
periments made in the last century by 
the famous scientist, Louis Pasteur, 
seem to have proved that spontaneous 
generation does not occur, but some 


scientists still uphold it as a fact. At 
any rate, it is an entirely unreasonable 
theory, unless the intervention of God 
is supposed, giving the inert matter a 
power which is above its nature. 

I believe that a Catholic teacher can 
answer in this way the questions men- 
tioned by our correspondent, with the 
assurance that his explanations are ful- 
ly in accord with Catholic doctrine 
and with sound science. This is not 
bringing religion into the classroom in 
a way forbidden by our Constitution 
or laws. It is the only reasonable way 
in which the theories of evolution or 
spontaneous generation can be pro- 
posed. If the school authorities forbid 
the teacher to refer to God and com- 
mand him to teach crass materialism, 
he should defend his teaching — even 
by an appeal to the court, if necessary 
—on the ground of sound logic and 
academic freedom. 


Very Rev. Francis J. Connell, 
C.SS.R., S.T.D., LL.D., L-H.D. 
The Catholic University of America 














HOW IT WORKS 

The ancients who wished to illustrate the highest virtues throughout 
the empire first ordered well their own states. Wishing to order well 
their states, they first regulated their families. Wishing to regulate their 
families, they first cultivated their own selves. Wishing to cultivate their 
own selves they first rectified their hearts. Wishing to rectify their hearts, 
they first sought to be sincere in their thoughts. Wishing to be sincere 
in their thoughts, they first extended to the utmost their knowledge. Such 
extension of knowledge lay in the investigation of things. 

Things being investigated, knowledge became complete. Their knowl- 
edge being complete, their thoughts were sincere. Their thoughts being 
sincere, their hearts were rectified. Their hearts being rectified, their 
own selves were cultivated. Their own selves being cultivated, their fam- 
ilies were regulated. Their families being regulated, their states were right- 
ly governed. Their states being rightly governed the whole empire was 
made tranquil and happy. 

Social Work — attributed to Confucius 
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THE 
THUNDERING 


C. D. McENNIRY, C.SS.R. 


MISSIONARY 


He knows what you are up against as well as 
you do, and he knows the practical way of 
meeting the problem of getting right and keep- 
ing right with God, your neighbor and yourself. 


ATHER CASEY walked in unex- 
pectedly on the little group in 
St. Mary’s clubroom. 

“Ts this a fitting time,” he demand- 
ed, “to call a club meeting, right in 
the middle of the holy parish mis- 
sion?” 

“Nobody called me, Father,” 
Richard Ranaghan assured him. “I 
just crawled over here to lick my 
wounds after the lashing I got in to- 
night’s sermon. And I found the oth- 
ers here before me, doing the same.” 

And Bernard Robbs added, “This 
is no longer a clubroom, Father. It is 
a wailing wall, a last and desperate 
bomb shelter against the wrath to 
come.” 
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“For the love of Mike, Father 
Casey, where did you pick up that 
flame-thrower anyhow?” 

“T got him from his obliging Pro- 
vincial Superior who sent me exactly 
the man I asked for,” the priest re- 
plied. 

“Gosh! Did you ask for him?” 

“IT did not know him. I asked for 
a live wire capable of electrifying and 
energizing a parish that was smugly 
settling down to serve God and mam- 
mon. I asked for a man who would 
make us realize, in fact and not 
merely in theory, that during this 
brief life we fix our lot for eternity.” 

“Well, you got,” Elmer Hookway 
drawled with some bitter dislike in 
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his voice, ‘“‘a medieval revivalist who 
must have survived in a trance for 
the last six centuries.” 

“If you ask me, I'll say he sure 
‘did come out of that trance during 
his sermon tonight,” muttered Gerald 
Ames. 

“Amen! And how!” Ranaghan 
rolled his eyes toward the ceiling. 

“Listen, Dick,” Father Casey said 
to him, “you profess to be an expert 
judge of oratory. While listening to 
him you were convinced that he is a 
first-class speaker. Now admit it.” 

“While listening to him,” Rana- 
ghan answered, “I had not the slight- 
est idea what kind of speaker he is. 
I was too busy thinking about my 
sins.” 

“What do the rest of you think?” 


“T think,” said Della Hogan, “that 
he has the loveliest hair.” 

“T think,” said Elmer Hookway, 
“that he should go home to his old 
monastery and stay there. We want 
a practical man.” 

“Practical!” yelped Ames. “My 
yelp is that he is too doggone practi- 
cal. I felt like he was reciting my 
private biography for the benefit of 
St. Mary’s whole congregation. He 
says that the whole world is going to 
hear my life story anyhow at the last 
judgment, but he anticipated and put 
on a smashing preview tonight.” 

“You don’t get me, Gerry,” Hook- 
way corrected. “He was practical 
enough in telling us what we are do- 
ing. But he was absolutely imprac- 
tical in telling us what we should do 
or what we should not do. It is easy 
for him to talk. Sitting there in his 
solitary cell, writing his thundering 
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sermons, how can he possibly know 
what we poor devils in the world are 
up against?” 

“That missionary is not sitting in 
any solitary cell this week,” Father 
Casey reminded him. “He is sitting 
long hours daily in the confessional, 
listening to the ten thousand tricks 
the devil tries in order to drag im- 
mortal souls to hell, listening to the 
miseries men bring down upon them- 
selves, even in this world, by forget- 
ting the world to come, listening to 
the mess they make of it when Chris- 
tians try to serve God and mammon. 
And what the missionary has been 
doing in St. Mary’s this week, he has 
been doing in half the states of the 
country for a quarter of a century. 
If he does not know what you and 
the likes of you are up against in the 
world, then nobody knows. He 
knows what you are up against as 
well as you do. And he knows the 
practical way to meet your problems 
far better than you do. In your 
scrambling and rushing through daily 
life, when do you ever take the time 
and quiet to think out your own 
problems? His solitary cell is the 
ideal spot for that. There, in the light 
of reflection and prayer, and guided 
by his vast experience, he sees clear- 
ly what you, in your actual circum- 
stances must do in order to get right 
and keep right with God, your neigh- 
bor and yourself. And what he sees, 
he prepares to make known to you 
in the ringing message he has deliv- 
ered every day of the mission.” 


“And little comfort,” returned 
Hookway hotly, “can anybody find 
in that same message. With the young 
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people he strikes out savagely at 
bathing beaches, dances, drinking, 
parking, late hours by themselves, 
movies, magazines, necking—” 

“Not too distinguished a list for 
anybody to defend! You will admit 
that yourself, Elmer,” said the priest 
quietly. 

“Of course, a person has to watch 
his step to keep straight — and it is 
not easy,” Hookway added. “But 
some amusement is necessary—even 
you tell us that — and these are the 
amusements of our day and age.” 


“Not all the amusements of a half- 
pagan day and age can be indulged 
in by the children of light,” said 
Father Casey. “Another eloquent 
missionary who stirred up thousands 
of souls to higher things in another 
pagan day and age gave a list of the 
amusements that were current and 
popular in his time. The missionary 
was St. Paul, and the list was a rot- 
ten one. He was a practical man, if 
ever there was one. He did not say: 
‘Go ahead and amuse yourselves like 
your neighbors, the pagans, but 
watch your step!’ No! He said: 
‘Make no mistake. None of those 
who do such things shall possess the 
kingdom of God. Some of you have 
done these things in the past. But 
now you are washed; but now you 
are sanctified; but now you are justi- 
fied in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ and in the Spirit. For you are 
bought with a great price. Now you 
are members of Christ. Glorify and 
bear God in your body.’ ” 

“And even those,” Hookway per- 
sisted, “who have married and set- 
tled down and are trying to live re- 
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spectably by their work or their bus- 
iness, and who surely should receive 
a little encouragement, fare no bet- 
ter with this fire-eating missionary. 
Against them he storms about birth 
prevention, education in non-Catho- 
lic schools, business deals that are 
not lily-white, indifference to the 
conduct of their teen-age children! 
What I say is this: he should take in- 
to consideration our circumstances 
before he begins barking at us men 
of the world. It is a lousy world just 
now, I admit. But we didn’t make it. 
And we have to live in it.” 

“In it, yes. But not of it — not if 
you are Christians,” the priest re- 
turned. 

“But Father,” said Ranaghan 
coming up for his turn, “if we go 
around like some white-robed monks 
from the mountains of Asia or some- 
thing and take no part in the amuse- 
ments of the world, what will people 
think of us?” 


“If you take no part in its sinful 
amusements, the pagan world of to- 
day will look upon you as the pagan 
world of old looked upon the first 
Christians. It will look on you as kill- 
joys, and it will hate you. Christ said: 
‘If the world hate you, remember 
that it hated Me before you. If you 
had been of the world, the world 
would love its own; but because you 
are not of the world, but I have chos- 
en you out of the world, therefore the 
world hates you. The servant is not 
greater than his master. If they have 
persecuted Me, they will also perse- 
cute you.’” 

“Thanks a million, Father Casey!” 
Ranaghan said, now a bit thoughtful. 
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“We do appreciate the compliment. 
But you have too high an opinion of 
us if you think we are of the stuff 
that makes martyrs.” 


“My opinion of you is that you 
are weaklings, that you cannot stand 
so much as a pinprick for the faith— 
of yourselves and by yourselves. But 
with God’s powerful help you can do 
anything. And you will get that help 
if only you will ask for it and accept 
it when it is offered, because Christ 
Himself is praying for you. His Fath- 
er can refuse Him nothing. He says: 
‘Father, I have manifested Your 
name to the men You gave me out 
of the world. They were Yours, and 
You gave them to Me. I pray not for 
the world but for them whom You 
gave to Me, because they are Yours. 
I pray not that You will take them 
out of the world, but that You will 
keep them from evil. They are not 
of the world, as I also am not of the 
world. And not for them only do I 
pray, but for them also who through 
their word (and example) shall be- 
lieve in Me, that they all may be one 
as You, Father, in Me and I in You, 
that they may be one as We also are 
one.’ ” 

“If we are supposed to bring oth- 
ers to Christ by our word and exam- 
ple,” said Della Hogan, “then we do 
not have to be hermits after all. I 
have no hankering for a hermitage.” 


“Hermits, nothing!” Father Casey 
exclaimed. “You would have a long 
way to go before you would possess 
the living faith by which a hermit 
sees that his unreserved surrender to 
God in solitude, prayer and penance 
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saves more of his fellow men than 
his preaching could ever do. You are 
not supposed to be hermits; you 
must be apostles — followers of Him 
Who so loved men that He laid down 
His life for them.” 

“Where — how can we be apos- 
tles?” 


“Everywhere! Many ways! Apos- 
tles when you crawl out of bed early 
in the morning and drag the unwill- 
ing flesh with a generous and willing 
spirit until you are hurrying to be in 
time for Mass or a visit at St. Mary’s 
before going to work. All who see 
you will profit by the example you 
give and your fellow men will profit 
by the prayer you offer—holy Mass, 
the universal prayer for every human 
being. Apostles when you join whole- 
heartedly in amusements that are 
clean and innocent and set your face 
unyieldingly against those that are 
sinful or dangerous. Apostles when 
you root for the home team without 
anger or profanity or poor sports- 
manship. Apostles when you abstain 
on Fridays and fast during Lent and 
feast with moderation during Easter- 
tide. Apostles when you give an hon- 
est day’s work for an honest day’s 
pay or an honest day’s pay for an 
honest day’s work. Apostles above all 
when you pray with as much earnest- 
ness for a lost sheep as for a lost 
wallet.” 

“That sounds almost exciting, 
Father. There are really compensa- 
tions, even right now, for giving up 
the world.” 


“The compensation,” said Father 
Casey, “is great without doubt. But 
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the giving up? What do you give up? 
A wreck, a corpse, a fraud. The 
world boasted that it could get along 
without God. So He just let the world 
give it a try. He gave the world solid 
principles whereby it might wisely 
tule itself, and it has turned its gov- 
ernments in many places into tyranny 
and bedlam. He gave the world re- 
sources inexhaustible, and starvation 
walks abroad in many lands and 
haunts the other nations who have 
too much to eat. He gave the world 
inventive genius capable of trans- 
forming this earth into what could 
almost be a second paradise, and it 
uses its inventions to make it a 
suburb of hell. He gave the world 
enough sense to appreciate the bless- 
ings of peace, and again and again it 
has plunged the whole human race 
into war and—” 


At that one word, the heavy head- 
lines of the daily papers blurred 
across Della Hogan’s excited vision, 
and she was unable to refrain from 
interrupting. 

“And — and — Father, He prom- 
ised us peace too, didn’t He?” 


“Yes, peace. Not the kind of peace 
the world makes after its wars, but 
true peace — the peace His follow- 
ers can enjoy even when they are 
forced into the heat of the conflict. 
Peace I leave you; My peace I give 
to you. Not as the world gives do I 
give unto you.” 

“T think we should be willing to 
give up anything for peace these 
days,” insisted Della. 

“You will have peace,” the priest 
explained, “because you will have the 
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Prince of Peace. You will be living 
members of His Mystical Body. He 
will live in you, and you will live in 
Him. The bond that binds you and 
your brethren together in the peace 
that surpasses all understanding will 
not be the peace-bond of selfishness, 
of worldly interests, of fear or force. 
It will be the life of Christ overflow- 
ing into each one of you, all living 
the same life as Christ your Head, all 
members of His Mystical Body. You 
will experience the fulfillment of the 
first wish He expressed after His re- 
surrection: ‘Peace be with you!’” 


“So you see, folks,” said Della tri- 
umphantly, “I was right after all. 
You almost clobbered me when I 
said our missionary was fine. He is 
bringing us peace — even if he does 
tell us to give up the world.” 


“The missionary,” said Father 
Casey, “is preaching Christ cruci- 
fied. And Christ is peace—and love. 
The Saviour said, ‘Just Father, the 
world has not known You, but I have 
known You, and these have known 
whom You have sent Me. And I 
have made known Your name to 
them, and will make it known, that 
the love with which You have loved 
Me may be in them and I in them.’” 


Father Casey got up from his 
chair and turned to leave with this 
final advice: “Don’t talk as though 
you were making a sacrifice when 
you turn away from the husks of 
swine to take refuge in the arms of 
the eternal Father — to be loved by 
Him with the same love with which 
He loves His divine Son.” 
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CIDECGLANCES SBS 


Are You a Liberal or 
a Conservative? 


N THE question of what 
should be the relations be- 
tween the government of a demo- 
cratic nation like the United 
States and the people of the na- 
tion, we are accustomed today to 
the use of certain labels represent- 
ing contrasting points of view. 
One set of such labels is the desig- 
nation of liberal vs. conservative. 
Another that is often used divides 
advocates of contrasting view- 
points into “leftist” and “rightist.” 
Liberals are usually considered 
“leftists,” while conservatives are 
apt to be called “‘rightists.” In be- 
tween the two extremes we have 
what are called “middle of the 
roaders.”’ Some leaders try to take 
on the coloring of both extremes 
by calling themselves such names 
as “progressive conservatives.” 
At the extreme left there are 
the Communists, and the socialists 
of one brand or another, who 
maintain that the state should 
regulate and dominate almost 
everything in the lives of its cit- 
izens. On the extreme right there 
are those who maintain that gov- 
ernment should never in any way 
legislate for the good of individ- 
uals or classes or segments of so- 
ciety. In this extreme view gov- 
ernment is looked upon as merely 
a police force, whose task is to 
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By the Bystander 





keep order and punish crime, but 
to do nothing positive for its cit- 
izens, even though one group of 
citizens may actually be enslaving 
another. 

We are not concerned here with 
the extremes of Communism and 
‘“‘do-nothing” government, except 
in so far as liberals are often ma- 
ligned as being Communists, and 
conservatives are often accused of 
the extreme of divesting govern- 
ment of all but police authority. 
In general, the liberal is con- 
vinced that there are certain areas 
in which government action is 
necessary to promote the common 
good of citizens. In general, the 
conservative is convinced that the 
less the government legislates for, 
or interferes with, or tries to pro- 
mote private goods of its citizens, 
the better off a nation will be. 


Here a very important histor- 
ical difference must be noted in 
the general acceptance of the 
word “liberal” or “liberalism.” If 
one reads the encyclicals of Popes 
Leo XIII and Pius XI on the gen- 
eral topic of social justice, one 
finds specific condemnations of a 
certain kind of liberalism. But 
the liberalism condemned by the 
popes was a thing far different 
from the concept of a liberal as it 
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has come to be used generally, es- 
pecially in America today. In fact 
the liberalism condemned by Pope 
Leo XIII in 1891, and again by 
Pope Pius XI in 1931, was in ef- 
fect the same as what we have 
come, in our day, to call extreme 
conservatism. It was, in those days, 
usually called economic liberal- 
ism, and was the doctrine that the 
authority of the state should nev- 
er in any way be used to direct or 
curb or place restrictions on the 
business activities of society. It 
was simply the doctrine that busi- 
ness and industry are supreme; 
they are a law unto themselves; 
the state has no competence to 
make any laws that concern the 
conduct of business affairs. 


There are some men in public 
life today who still cling to this 
false assumption that owners and 
operators of business should be 
absolutely supreme, and free from 
any kind of regulation from the 
authority of the state or of any- 
body else. Today we would call 
such men extreme conservatists, 
because that is how the acceptance 
of words has changed. It is inter- 
esting to note that the social en- 
cyclicals of Popes Leo XIII and 
Pius XI were written primarily 
to condemn that point of view. 


Abstracting from the extreme 
(and fanatical) points of view, we 
here accept the current concept of 
liberals and conservatives: the lib- 
eral leans toward government ac- 
tion (by legislation and appropri- 
ations) to promote the common 


28 





good; the conservative leans to 
less and less government action. 


Both liberals and conservatives 
in this sense have a principle to 
fall back upon, each principle hav- 
ing an honorable place in the 
philosophy of good government. 
Controversies arise between liber- 
als and conservatives because each 
side is prone to concentrate on its 
own principle without taking in- 
to account the equally sacred 
principle on which the opposition 
is concentrating. 


7. conservative draws his 
strength from the sound prin- 
ciple of subsidiarity. According to 
this principle, higher authority 
should never take action in a mat- 
ter that can be properly handled 
by a lower authority; and no au- 
thority of the state should ever be 
exercised in a matter that private 
individuals or groups can ade- 
quately take care of by themselves 
and without being forced to do so 
by law. Pope Pius XI in his en- 
cyclical of 1931 expressed this 
principle in these words: “Just as 
it is wrong to withdraw from the 
individual and commit to the 
community at large what private 
enterprise and industry can ac- 
complish, so, too, it is an injus- 
tice, a grave evil and a disturb- 
ance of right order for a larger 
and higher organization to arro- 
gate to itself functions which can 
be performed efficiently by small- 
er and lower bodies. This is a 
fundamental principle of social 
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philosophy, unshaken and un- 
changeable.” 
Liberals draw their strength 


from an equally sound principle, 
namely, that of the obligation of 
the state to promote the common 
good of all its citizens in all areas 
where individual or private or 
voluntary group action obviously 
cannot be effective. Pope Leo 
XIII in his encyclical on the con- 
dition of labor in 1891, expressed 
this principle in these words: 
“Rulers should anxiously § safe- 
guard the community and all its 
parts. .. . Whenever the general 
interest of any particular class suf- 
fers, or is threatened with evils 
which can in no other way be met, 
the public authority must step in 
to meet them.” Then he goes on 
to list some examples of goods of 
citizens in which the public au- 
thority may at times have to in- 
volve itself: peace and good or- 
der; preservation of family life; 
reverence for religion and moral- 
ity; justice for all citizens; condi- 
tions necessary for good health, 
especially during the formative 
years of youth. 


Thus the issue is drawn. When 
the government does take action 
in a particular field affecting the 
welfare of citizens, the conserva- 
tive usually says that the principle 
of subsidiarity is being breached; 
that what the government tries to 
accomplish by legislation (and of 
course appropriations ) the citizens 
could have done better by them- 
selves. When the government 
does not take action in a matter 
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affecting the welfare of its citi- 
zens, the liberal will say that it is 
neglecting its primary duty of 
providing for the common good. 
Both are right in the principle 
they invoke; both may be wrong 
in the application they make of 
their principle to a_ particular 
case. 


HOULD you want to be called 

a liberal or a conservative? 
Both terms have taken on so 
many overtones of meaning as a 
result of the emotional judgments 
made by those representing the 
opposites, that most people hesi- 
tate to label themselves either one 
or the other. It would, however, 
be unrealistic not to face the fact 
that the positions a person takes 
on matters of government policy 
are bound to cause others to put 
a label on him. Senators and rep- 
resentatives may prefer not to be 
called either liberals or conserva- 
tives, but the newspapers and 
commentators will go right on 
placing them in one of these two 
camps in accord with their ac- 
tions. The ideal for one’s own 
mind should be to cling to the 
basic principles of both conserva- 
tives and liberals, but to be ex- 
ceedingly studious about learning 
the facts before applying either 
principle to a given problem. 

For example: Should the feder- 
al government provide medical 
and hospital care for old people? 
According to the conservative 
principle of subsidiarity, NO, if 
old people can adequately pro- 
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vide for themselves, or even if 
their local communities can pro- 
vide for them adequately. Accord- 
ing to the liberal principle of the 
obligation of the government to 
provide for the common good of 
any class of citizens, YES, if evi- 
dence proves that without gov- 
ernment aid sick old people can- 
not or will not be properly cared 
for in their need. Note the “if” 
clause in each of these answers. 
No snap judgments can take the 
“if”? out of those sentences and 
make them facts; no glib accusa- 
tions that somebody else is a heart- 
less conservative or a socialistic 
liberal can take the place of deep, 
thorough study of the facts on 
which the question must be de- 
cided. 

So it is with practically all the 
issues on which there is difference 
of opinion between liberals and 


conservatives. No Christian should 
ever be a conservative to the ex- 
tent that he wants his government 
to take no action involving a com- 
mon good of its citizens that can- 
not otherwise be attained. No 
Christian may ever be a liberal to 
the extent that he wants his gov- 
ernment to legislate in matters 
that can adequately be taken care 
of on a lower level of authority or 
even by private endeavor. The 
extremes are clear: the desire for 
a “do-nothing” government (ex- 
treme conservatism); the desire 
for a “do-everything” government 
(extreme liberalism tending to- 
ward Communism or socialism). 
The right attitude is between 
these two extremes, and the right 
action in a given case can be 
based only on a thorough exami- 
nation of the facts in the light of 
the principles set down above. 








CHRIST IS HEAD 


Christian life is the life established on earth by Jesus Christ. Of all 
the achievements of power, none is more rare than to establish a way 
of life, that is, a conviction which enthrals our body, our mind, and our 
f-ee will to actions repeated day after day. That is a dominion above 
all other dominions, and the most hardy ambition scarcely aspires to it. 
Conquerors are content to add province to province by means of the 
sword, and legislators add their codes of law. Only Christ has created 
a life on earth worthy of man and worthy of God. He has cleansed our 
flesh at the same time as He has enlarged our affections, and — although 
He asks more from us than anybody had imagined before — He has 
obtained an unheard-of multitude of followers, who are called His faith- 
ful ones; and this without use of force, by the gradual spreading of His 
teaching, or rather, of Himself. No part of the world, no people, no era 
is found incapable of those superhuman virtues of which Christ is the 
exemplar, to which He gave a name. 


Lacordaire 
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readers retort 





In which readers are invited to express their minds on articles and opinions pub- 
lished in The Liguorian. Letters must be signed and full address of the writer 
must be given, though city and name will be withheld from publication on request. 


Priest and Parishioner 

Some time ago the LIGUORIAN 
had an article about a busy priest — 
tending the furnace about 5 a.m. be- 
fore early Mass, attending meetings. 
making visits, visits. Now most of the 
parishes of that size which I know of, 
have from one to four assistant priests, 
who in the absence of a janitor could 
take care of the furnace, say early Mass 
and be in attendance at meetings, etc. 
I didn’t send the letter I thought up at 
that time, but now you have another 
article about a busy priest in the Jan- 
uary issue. 

I don’t doubt that some pastors put 
in such a day, but where? In the mis- 
sions, perhaps? In the parish I’ve be- 
longed to for almost half a century, a 
priest has been in our home perhaps six 
times and then by request. I’m not 
complaining, just remarking. Heat is 
automatic, other help is on hand and I 
believe the assistant priests attend most 
meetings. When I was in the hospital 
— several times — for major surgeries, 
although the hospital was only half a 
mile away, a priest came to visit me 
once. 

I know it is not easy for a priest to 
be pleasant when called to the phone 
for information about schedules which 
have been published. But take my case. 
There is no bus on Sunday near our 
church, so at the price of only one cab 
fare I go directly to the church near the 
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telephone exchange where I work; so I 
miss the announcements. Yet I hesitate 
to call the rectory, because the answer 
might be followed by, ‘‘as announced!” 
This is not intended as criticism. But, 
you see, sometimes there are reasons 
for what seems to be inconsiderateness 
on the part of the parishioner. We need 
to see both sides in order to under- 
stand. 


Illinois N.N. 


Third Orders 

I just read the article in the January 
issue on the forgotten vocation of a re- 
ligious brother for single men. How- 
ever you did not speak of one vocation 
for such men, namely, that of becom- 
ing a member of a Third Order in the 
world. Third Orders are for single men 
and women as well as for the married 
who desire to live a more perfect life 
in the world. They have a regular no- 
vitiate and profession and:a rule of life 
which they adopt at their profession. 
This is the answer to frustration for 
many a soul. 
Milwaukee, Wis. J. J. K. 
© We strongly urge all Catholics, mar- 
ried or single, to look into the benefits 
of belonging to a Third Order if such 
opportunity is available to them in their 
parish or city, with a view toward en- 
tering one and living a more holy life. 

The editors 
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Professional Care Needed 

I would like to offer some construc- 
tive criticism on your article entitled 
“Five Remedies for Worry.” You say, 
“Here are five simple and basic rules 
for overcoming any form of excessive 
worry.” Have you ever stopped to con- 
sider the great number of people who 
want to love God and their neighbor 
and to control their emotions, but who 
suffer from deep-rooted fixations, pho- 
bias and complexes? Your rules do not 
help such people, as I know from my 
own case. Had it not been for a good 
psychiatrist, I would still be in a con- 
stant state of torment. 
Ohio Anon. 
© We thoroughly recognize the exist- 
ence of mental maladies that only pro- 
fessional psychiatric care can cure or 
alleviate. However the LIGUORIAN 
is not a medical journal, and its articles 
are addressed to more or less average 
people who, through the proper moti- 
vation and convictions, can help them- 
selves overcome the imperfections and 
worries that in some measure afflict all 
human beings. 

The editors 


Salute to Al-Anon! 

With reference to Sideglances in the 
December LIGUORIAN, may I say 
from my experience that the Al-Anon 
Family Groups offer the kind of pro- 
gram that indirectly helps the alcoholic 
spouse and makes life easier for his 
mate and children? It was at such a 
group that I became acquainted with 
the Do’s and Don’ts for wives of Al- 
coholics to which you devoted your 
article. Although one third of our 
group are Catholics, I doubt that any 
of us were directed to Al-Anon by 
priests. They seem to be providentially 


aware of Alcoholics Anonymous, but 
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do not seem to know about Al-Anon 
Family Groups. We are now listed in 
the telephone directories of most cities; 
if not, information can be obtained by 
writing to Al-Anon Family Group Head- 
quarters, Post Office Box 182, Madison 
Square Station, New York 10, N. Y. 
I am strong in my praise for and rec- 
ommendation of Al-Anon because this 
was the first step upward for me out 
of the valley of despair. 


Maryland Anon. 


More about Alcoholics 

I was immensely disappointed in the 
article in your December issue which 
was directed to wives of alcoholics, be- 
cause it did not delve deeply enough 
into the problem. It was written on the 
supposition that the victim will event- 
ually seek treatment and take advantage 
of the available means to effect a cure. 
The problem of alcohol becomes grave 
so gradually as to be almost impercept- 
ible at first. It can be measured in 
retrospect only by the little and large 
inconveniences and humiliations that 
disrupt Christian marriage and a happy 
home. At this stage your rules are use- 
less and meaningless, because the line 
between social drinking and compulsive 
drinking is too obscure. Finally the 
whole sickening truth bursts upon you, 
and you lie awake nights thinking of 
means of self-destruction. Thank God, 
I was able, as the wife of an alcoholic, 
to adopt a spiritual program such as 
you suggested. After five horrible years, 
I am now alone with my four children 
and can only pray for my husband. 
New York Anon. 
© This kind of problem inspired the 
writing of the pamphlet, “Are You Be- 
coming an Alcoholic?” published by 
Liguorian Pamphlets at ten cents. If 
those who read the pamphlet refuse to 
make the proper application to them- 
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selves, nobody can save them or their 
wives or their homes. 
The editors 


After reading your article on wives 
of alcoholics, I really burned. Why 
are wives always blamed? I have borne 
my husband 12 children, despite the 
fact that for many years he did not 
work — and when he did, he spent half 
his small salary for drink. Today at 
67 he has no interest in anything except 
drink and sleep. He has never admitted 
any fault, and of course, has nothing 
put aside for our old age. So please 
take us women off the hook. A hus- 
band’s drinking is not always our fault. 
Michigan Anon. 
© No one knows better than a priest 
that there are cases of alcoholism that 
seem to defy either an explanation or 
a cure. In this category are all cases in 
which the victim is too proud to admit 
that there is anything wrong with him. 
When we write about how a wife can 
help an alcoholic husband, we by no 
means infer that the wife is the cause 
of her husbana’s alcoholism, nor do we 
say that she can always succeed in cur- 
ing it. 

The editors 


The Hopeless Alcoholic 

I am convinced that most of the arti- 
cles about wives of alcoholics, like yours 
in a recent issue, are written by outsid- 
ers who have never had to live with a 
drunkard. Never have I read advice as 
to how to cope with the tormenting, 
sleepless nights and nervous, distraught 
children, the beatings, the unpaid bills, 
the wasted dinners, the loss of job af- 
ter job, that plague the wife of an al- 
coholic. Nor does the A.A., of which 
my husband was a member who made 
many glowing speeches to other alco- 
holics, only to go on another bender 
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soon after, really help. I write from 
experience, believe me. 

New Jersey Anon. 
© The record proves that Alcoholics 
Anonymous has done an excellent re- 
habilitation job on many of its mem- 
bers. But it never helps a man who re- 
mains a hypocrite, or who does not 
truly and humbly admit to himself that 
he needs the help of God. 

The editors 


Large Families vs. Virginity 

I have read your pamphlet which 
was reprinted from the LIGUORIAN 
called “Why You Should Want a Large 
Family.” Having 12 children, I enjoyed 
reading the article and agreed with al- 
most everything it said. But one thing 
puzzles me. You say that the Church 
and Christ would consider a married 
couple who would make a mutual vow 
of virginity as doing a greater and more 
perfect thing than those who have chil- 
dren. For heaven’s sake! Why do such 
people marry? We are told that the 
primary purposes of marriage is the 
procreation of children. To say that 
making a vow of virginity in marriage 
is a greater thing seems like making a 
mockery out of marriage. And certainly 
you are not considering the many grave 
hardships that mothers must endure for 
their children. 
Indiana Mrs. D. M. 
© We have had many letters objecting to 
the teaching of Christ and the Church 
that virginity is a more perfect state 
than that of marriage, or even than 
that of having children in marriage. 
The reason for this teaching is that the 
normal human instinct for the physical 
union of man and woman in marriage 
is so powerful, even though it begets 
the grave burdens and responsibilities 
of parenthood, that the giving up of 
the fulfillment of this instinct is one of 
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the greatest sacrifices that one can 
make for the love of God. Very few 
ever make this sacrifice in the intimate 
associations of man and woman that 
follow marriage. One partner can nev- 
er make it alone; it requires perfect 
mutual agreement and a high degree of 
the love of God on the part of both 
husband and wife. It still remains true 
that parents earn a high degree of re- 
ward and glory for the sacrifices they 
make for their children. 
The editors 


Comment on Teen-agers 

I have been reading your magazine 
for several years now. This letter is not 
in reply to any article I have read in 
your magazine. Being a father of three 
children (really three angels that have 
been placed in my care by mistake!) 
I am in a position of a sort to say 
something on a subject that is of great 
concern to parents today. Juvenile de- 
linquents will always be with us. To 
say that they won’t is to have one’s 
eyes closed to reality. But one thing 
should be said right now: the vast ma- 
jority of teen-agers today are a credit 
to the country and to their parents. I 
am writing about the others. In my 
opinion the BIG cause of trouble with 
kids today is the lack of parental guid- 
ance. I mean CORRECT parental guid- 
ance. To be sure, there are cases in 
which, because of the death of the 
parents, such guidance cannot be given. 
Next to outright unconcern about cor- 
rect guidance on the part of the par- 
ents, the other failing is the one of try- 
ing to make, or treat, the children as 
people older than they really are. Let’s 
face facts. A boy 17 or 18 years old is 
NOT an adult. Even now I cannot buy 
anything but long pants for my two- 
year-old son! When I was a boy I wore 
knickers, and the first pair of long 
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pants I got really meant something to 
me. Before anyone sends you a letter 
on fireproof paper, let me say that I 
am not advocating a return to knickers. 
The point I am trying to bring out is 
that parents should treat their children 
as children and not as adults. 

I don’t claim to know all the an- 
swers, but there are a few things I in- 
tend to do concerning my own chil- 
dren. If they do something wrong, they 
get spanked and not analyzed. If my 
son wants a car, he will work and pay 
for it himself (or at least the greatest 
part of it), because if he doesn’t have 
to work for it, what does it mean to 
him? There are many more things I 
could say, but they all boil down to 
this: my kids will do right or they will 
answer to the proper authority with my 
agreement. (P.S. I love my children 
very much, but for their sake I will not 
spare the rod to spoil the child.) 

New Jersey K. J. M. 


Good Advertising! 

The power of an advertisement is a 
great moving force in America, and 
this force my teen-age children under- 
stand. I decided to capitalize on the 
system that makes teen-agers run to 
counters to buy products to improve 
their facial appearance and personal 
grooming. My children kept forgetting 
confession on the Thursday before the 
First Friday. The following notice was 
printed and hung in our kitchen. “Spe- 
cial! Special! Special! We cannot guar- 
antee that this offer will be made again 
next month, owing to the uncertainties 
of life on Planet Earth. Thursday — 
one day only! Free — yes, I said free! 
Confession in a real Catholic church 
(with a priest of your choice — three 
to choose from) from 3:30 to 5 or 
7:30 to 9! Completely painless! We 
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guarantee a complete overhauling of 
your soul — made over like new (even 
better). The whole process takes about 
20 minutes of your time. Too good to 
be true? Come and see! Come and save 
your soul! Signed: Manager in charge 
of souls in this home — MOTHER.” 

This month they can hardly wait to 
go. 


New York Mrs. M. S. 


Surprise! 

Every year I visit a friend in another 
State. Several years ago I gave her a 
subscription to the LIGUORIAN as a 
Christmas gift. When next I visited her 
I asked her how she liked your maga- 
zine. Her reply was, “If I read that 
magazine, my conscience would bother 
me all the time. I have many things to 
do, and I am too tired to be worried by 
any more hints that I’m not kind to 
my neighbors, not strict enough with 
the children, or not at peace with my- 
self and God.” The surprise of the re- 
mark left me speechless, and ever since 
then I have rebuked myself for not 
defending the LIGUORIAN. 

I didn’t bring up the subject during 
my visit in the following year, but last 
summer it came up again, with a happy 
ending. We were in her home, a num- 
ber of us, and we were all talking about 
current events — religion, Commu- 
nism, etc. My friend went on expound- 
ing as never before and had short but 
clear answers to almost everything we 
discussed. I couldn’t help being im- 
pressed. I confessed that I hadn’t given 
the subjects under discussion too much 
thought and admitted that her expla- 
nations were very good. So she prompt- 
ly and quietly told me that if I'd read 
my LIGUORIAN I would have the an- 
swers too. Surprise! 

I didn’t admit to her that my sub- 
scription had expired some months 
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back, and so I was definitely lacking 
in good Catholic explanations, while 
my friend had become almost an ex- 
pert and answered all questions for 
friends and neighbors. 


Denver, Colo. Mrs. M. A. S. 


Spread the Good Word! 

It is quite probable that many of 
your readers wonder how they can pass 
on used copies of LIGUORIAN and 
other Catholic magazines to others who 
would be helped by them. Recently I 
read two articles telling how inmates of 
penal institutions were helped by good 
Catholic reading. The magazines may 
be sent to the Catholic chaplain of such 
institutions. One address I offer for the 
benefit of your readers is: Rev. George 
F. McKinney, Catholic Chaplain, Sing 
Sing Prison, Ossining, New York. 
North Bellmore, N. Y. J. §.E: 


For One — For All! 

I met the LIGUORIAN by accident, 
finding it in a group of magazines I 
was collecting for the missions; but per- 
haps it wasn’t an accident at all since 
it was exactly what I needed at the 
time. My husband and I have gone all 
the way through Catholic schools, but 
in the few short years I have been read- 
ing your magazine, I have gained a 
richer and deeper knowledge of my 
faith than I had before. Reading the 
LIGUORIAN sent me off looking for 
other sources of good reading, other 
spiritual writers. I had been spending 
most of my book budget for products 
of the secular press, and, surrounded 
by Better Homes and Gardens and the 
rest, I wondered why I was frustrated, 
full of self-pity and going around in 
circles. A few months of reading the 
LIGUORIAN shook me up, and with 
the exception of one “home” maga- 
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zine, I have allowed my other subscrip- 
tions to expire and added SIGN, JUB- 
ILEE, our diocesan weekly, three mis- 
sion magazines and, through an ex- 
change plan with another couple, 
CATHOLIC DIGEST and CATHO- 
LIC HOME MESSENGER. 

Monroeville, Penna. Mrs. D. M. S. 


For Baby-sitters 


By baby-sitting last night for a couple 
in our newly formed baby-sitting co-op 
I had two enjoyable experiences — the 
pleasure of meeting a wonderful Catho- 
lic couple and the pleasure of reading a 
copy of the LicuorIAN. This Catholic 
magazine has impressed me so greatly 
that I shall be very proud to be a sub- 
scriber and reader. I am enclosing a 
check for a subscription and will be 
looking forward to receiving my first 
copy. 


Alexandria, Va. Mrs. F. B. 


Peacefulness Rubs Off 

It seems you are always getting let- 
ters from tired, overworked and ner- 
vous mothers. Believe me, it is easy to 
get caught in this modern trap. If one 
associates with people who are con- 
stantly “overworked” and bored with 
their children, it soon begins to wear 
off, and you end up feeling the same 
way. The best thing is to get acquaint- 
ed with the energetic, happy mothers 
who look at things in the right light, 
and have their sense of values straight. 
Perhaps there aren’t too many of these 
left, but it is worthwhile looking hard 
to find them. 


Rochester, N. Y. Mrs. C. A. 


Kind Words 

I must keep the LIGUORIAN coming 
into our home. I have a non-Catholic 
father-in-law who loves to make fun of 
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religion—any religion. It bothered me, 
until one day he said, “Don’t give away 
any of these magazines until I read 
them, will you? Best magazine I’ve 
seen in years.” So when he makes his 
weekly visit I make sure there are 
some copies nearby. 


Gloucester, Mass. Mrs. E. F. D. 


Just a little note to tell you how 
much I, a teen-ager, enjoy your maga- 
zine! By reading your articles, I feel as 
though I’m always a step ahead, and 
well prepared for whatever walk of life 
I choose. I think I know how you must 
feel sometimes in publishing your mag- 
azine, and how much letters mean to 
you, because I edit my high school 
paper. 

Westwood, New Jersey Miss J. H. 


I imagine you don’t look at or pub- 
lish the letters you get from children, 
but I hope you do this one! I enjoy 
reading your magazine. I am twelve 
years old, and I am in the seventh 
grade of Our Lady of Grace School. I 
think the article, “Why Father Didn’t 
Get There,” is the best article I have 
read since I started getting the LI- 
GUORIAN about a year ago. 
Brooklyn, N. Y. J. R. 


Your magazine is helping a great 
number of souls. After reading the 
main articles I dive into the letters in 
Readers Retort department. I can see 
from the letters how your readers co- 
operate and respond. My fellow sem- 
inarians and I hold your magazine in 
high esteem and consider it one of the 
best. Keep it flying! 

Vigan, Ilocos Sur, Philippines A. R. E. 
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Men of the Cross 


and the Sword 


Date Line: Seoul, Korea, 1961 


ERNEST F. MILLER, C.SS.R. 


N oblong building made of stone, 

two stories high and consisting 

of a chapel that occupies the entire 

second floor, and living rooms that 

take up the first floor, stands on a 

slight eminence in the northeastern 
sector of the city of Seoul in Korea. 

An iron cross, nine feet tall, rises 
from the roof, facing the street and 
the residence-packed area below. It 
dominates and casts a protective 
shadow over the entire neighborhood 
and the people who inhabit it. 

And the cross proclaims the pur- 
pose of the building on which it 
stands — a place wherein is planned 
the campaign for the countrywide ac- 
ceptance of the redemptive death of 
Jesus Christ and a proper setting for 
the memorializing of a group of 
priests who shared in the sufferings 
symbolized by that cross by enduring 
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grave hardship and in some instances 
death for the people of Korea. 

The building is the regional head- 
quarters of the Columban Missionary 
Society in Korea and the house for 
the monthly retreats of the Ameri- 
can Catholic military chaplains serv- 
ing the troops that are stationed in 
Korea. It is a house where the cross 
and the sword meet for the establish- 
ment of peace on earth and eternal 
peace in heaven for the Korean 
people. 


But especially it is a shrine in 
memory of the priests of both sword 
and cross who died while working 
for that peace. Two plaques are fixed 
to the wall outside the entrance. On 
each one is embossed a list of names. 
No story is told in association with 
the names. Only this. 
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The first plaque: 

IN MEMORY OF 
Hermann D. Felhoelter, O.F.M. 
Francis X. Coppens 
Leo P. Craig, O.P. 
Emil J. Kapuan 
Laurence F. Brunnert 
And All Others Who Have Fallen 

in the Cause of Peace 
4 November 1953 

ERECTED IN GRATITUDE BY 
THE MEMBERS OF THE 
U. S. ARMED FORCES 


The chapel on the second floor of 
the building contains five altars, one 
in honor of each chaplain. Many 
Masses are said on these altars every 
week of the year by the successors 
of the fallen priests — by priests of 
both cross and sword who are in the 
field carrying on the fight that for 
these others came to an end only 
when it was stopped by death. This 
is the most fitting of all memorials, 
more fitting than the pictures of the 
men in the uniform of the United 
States Army that adorn the walls of 
the foyer outside the chapel or the 
bronze plaque beside the entrance 
below. 

But who were these men who are 
so memorialized? 

They were American priests. From 
the time of their ordination until 
1950 they had been engaged in the 
busy life of pastor or curate in par- 
ishes in various parts of the United 
States or in other phases of pastoral 
work that offered plentiful mental 
and spiritual rewards. Their parents’ 
homes were not far away. Their col- 
lege mates were in neighboring par- 
ishes. Through their ministrations 


38 





they had an ever-expanding circle of 
friends. As Americans, living in a 
land of milk and honey, they had 
everything in the way of convenience 
that they needed for their pastoral 
work and their bodily recreation. 


ND then, in 1950, the Korean 

war broke out as a result of the 

aggression of the Communists against 
a defenseless people. 

Forgetting their conveniences and 
comforts at home the young priests 
immediately volunteered as chaplains 
for the armed forces appointed by the 
American government to repel the 
aggression. In due time they arrived 
with their troops in Korea. They 
joined the battle at once. They en- 
dured the hardships attendant on war 
with great and unwavering courage. 
Their men attested to their bravery 
and their solicitude. And at length 
they died on the field of battle. This 
is their story. 


Chaplain (Captain) Hermann D. 
Felhoelter, O.F.M., 1913-1950 
Father Felhoelter, a Franciscan, 

came from Louisville, Kentucky. He 
served with the 19th Regiment of the 
24th Division. He was killed in ac- 
tion north of Taejon, Korea, on 16 
July 1950, when without regard for 
personal safety he voluntarily re- 
mained behind when his own troops 
had been commanded to fall back, 
in order to give his wounded com- 
rades spiritual comfort and the sac- 
raments. For his extraordinary hero- 
ism he was awarded the Distinguish- 
ed Service Cross, America’s second 
highest decoration for bravery in ac- 
tion over and above the call of duty, 
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and the Purple Heart. May he rest 
in peace! 


Chaplain (Captain) Francis X. 
Coppens, 1914-1951 
Father Coppens was born in 
Brighton, Massachusetts, and be- 
longed to the Archdiocese of Boston. 
While chaplain of the 21st Regiment 
of the 24th Division he was killed in 
action on 27 May 1951, in an attack 
by Chinese Communists. He was 
awarded the Purple Heart posthum- 
ously. May he rest in peace! 


Chaplain (Captain) Leo P. 
Craig, O.P., 1913-1951 

Father Craig, a Dominican, was 
born in Everett, Massachusetts. He 
was the chaplain of the Ist Cavalry 
Division Artillery. He was killed by 
a mine while administering the sac- 
raments to dying men. He paid no 
heed to the danger that he knew sur- 
rounded him when he saw the men 
dying in a field that was infested 
with mines. For his heroism he re- 
ceived the Bronze Star and the Pur- 

ple Heart. May he rest in peace! 


Chaplain (Captain) Emil J. 
Kapuan, 1916-1951 

Father Kapuan had his home in 
Marion, Kansas, and served in sev- 
eral parishes in the Wichita diocese 
before entering the army. While with 
the 8th Cavalry Regiment in Korea 
he exhibited great bravery and was 
rewarded with the Bronze Star. In 
November, 1950, he was taken pris- 
oner by the Communists. He died 6 
May 1951, while in the hands of the 
enemy, after his heroic charity to the 
prisoners of war had become legen- 
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dary. He was awarded the Distin- 
guished Service Cross posthumously. 
May he rest in peace! 


Chaplain (Ist Lt.) Laurence F. 
Brunnert, 1917-1951 

Father Brunnert’s home was St. 
Louis, Missouri. He was attached to 
the 32nd Regiment of the 7th Di- 
vision. He was taken prisoner 2 De- 
cember 1950 not long after the ar- 
rival of the American troops on 
Korean soil. The place was Hagaru- 
Ri. For a long time he was listed as 
missing although returning prisoners 
of war testified to their conviction 
that he died while in the hands of the 
Communists, probably in 1951. 
Many men spoke of the heroic serv- 
ice that he rendered his fellow pris- 
oners in the war camps. May he rest 
in peace! 

These self-sacrificing priests were 
men of the sword even though they 
carried no sword and played no fight- 
ing part in the battles to which they 
had been called. But it was in large 
part through their priestly services 
to the men who did wield the sword 
that the Korean people were saved 
from the oppression of Communism. 
Their prayers, their dispensing of the 
sacraments, their celebration of Mass 
on the field of battle and finally their 
deaths strengthened and inspired the 
fighting men to continue the struggle 
with courage and determination un- 
til the final victory was won. 

They did not die in vain. Aggres- 
sion was halted and the hordes of 
anti-God were pushed back and wall- 
ed off. The freedom of the people 
was preserved in more than half the 
country, which half, like its counter- 
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part to the north, had been marked 
off by the Communists as their own, 
to be crushed and turned into a camp 
for slaves. 
* * * 
The second plaque: 
IN MEMORY OF THE 
COLUMBAN FATHERS 
Anthony Collier 
James Maginn 
Patrick Riley 
Patrick Brennan 
Thomas Cusack 
John O’Brien 
Frances Canavan 
And All Other Missionaries Who 
Have Fallen in the Cause of Souls 
October 24, 1960 
ERECTED IN GRATITUDE BY 
THE PEOPLE WHOM THEY 
SERVED 


These men were Columban foreign 
missionary priests. They did not 
come to Korea as men of the sword. 
They came to Korea as men of the 
cross. Their work was to show the 
native people the way to heaven 
through the teachings and the death 
of Jesus Christ. 

Like the American chaplains they 
also came from fine homes, from be- 
loved families, from pleasant and 
comfortable circumstances. They 
were quite content with the work 
they were doing in the countries of 
their birth. Then one day the news 
reached them of millions of people 
on the other side of the world, in 
Korea, who knew nothing of God but 
who were most anxious to learn. 

But there was no one to teach 
them. It seemed that they were des- 
tined to be lost in spite of their de- 
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sire and petition. They would have 
been lost if a group of priests had 
not volunteered to go to their rescue. 
These priests made their prepara- 
tions. They took the long journey to 
Korea. They set up churches. In no 
time they were making converts by 
the thousands. And then the Com- 
munists swept down upon them from 
the north. In quick order seven of 
the young men died, some of them 
tortured and killed before the eyes 
of the people whom they came to 
save. This is their story. 


Rev. Anthony Collier, 1912-1950 

Father Collier was from County 
Lought in Ireland. He served as par- 
ish priest in the town of So Yang, 
Korea, near the city of Chun Chan. 
When the Communists came into his 
parish, he set out for the bishop’s 
house to discuss the situation with 
his superior. On the way he was halt- 
ed by a group of Communists who 
accused him of being an American 
spy. He denied the charge, claiming 
that his home was Ireland. One of 
the soldiers asked, ‘“What’ll we do 
with him?” Another answered, 
“Shoot him.” At once he was shot 
and buried beside the road. May he 
rest in peace! 


Rev. James Maginn, 1911-1950 

Father Maginn was an American 
from Butte, Montana. His parish was 
in Sanchok, Korea. When the Com- 
munists overran his town, he was 
kept under house arrest for a week. 
On July 4, 1950, he was taken from 
his rectory and shot at the bottom of 
a hill outside the city. As far as it is 
known he had no trial, not even an 
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examination. American _ soldiers 
found his grave and learned the story 
of his death. May he rest in peace! 


Rev. Patrick Riley, 1915-1950 

Father Riley’s home was in West 
Meath, Ireland. Little is known of 
the circumstances that attended his 
death. He was the pastor of the par- 
ish of Kuk Ho and had fled from his 
rectory when the Communists enter- 
ed the city and concealed himself in 
the country a few miles away. Sec- 
retly he waited on his people and 
took care of their spiritual needs. Fi- 
nally he was found out. It is pre- 
sumed that he was shot in the month 
of August, 1950. May he rest in 
peace! 


Rey. Francis Canavan, 1915-1950 

Father Canavan came from Gal- 
way, Ireland. His death was a partic- 
ularly painful one. He died on a 
death march that the Korean Com- 
munists forced their prisoners to 
make, The place of his burial is un- 
known. It was on this terrible march 
that the celebrated Maryknoll Bishop 
Byrne and many other zealous and 
holy Christians gave up their lives. 
The time was probably in the autumn 
of 1950. May he rest in peace! 


Right Rev. Patrick Brennan, 


1908-1950 
Rev. Thomas Cusack 1911-1950 
Rev. John O’Brien 1912-1950 


Monsignor Brennan was from Chi- 
cago, Illinois. Father Cusack from 
County Clare, Ireland, and Father 
O’Brien from County Kilkenny, Ire- 
land. The three priests lived together 
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in Monsignor Brennan’s house in the 
city of Mokpo. Monsignor Brennan 
was spiritual head of the Church in 
all southern Korea. One day in late 
1950 the Communists came into 
Mokpo. One of the first places they 
visited was the house of the priests. 
They asked no questions. They held 
no examination. They expressed no 
regrets. They merely forced the 
priests to accompany them to the city 
of Taejon, some miles distant from 
Mokpo. What happened to the 
priests in the way of torture after 
that is not known. What is known is 
the fact that a horrible massacre of 
priests and Christian people took 
place in Taejon about that time. In 
all probability the priests died in that 
massacre in the company of their fel- 
low Catholics. May they rest in 
peace! 


HESE are the stories of the men 
of the cross — the Columban 
dead. They are stories of total sacri- 
fice. But they are not the total stor- 
ies. The hatred, loneliness, physical 
suffering and brutality that preceded 
and accompanied death are known 
only to God and by Him will be ac- 
cepted as the measure of reward to 
be bestowed. 


This much is certain: the deaths 
of these men, like the deaths of the 
American chaplains, were not in 
vain. No country in the whole Orient 
can boast of the number of converts 
to the Catholic Church to equal that 
of Korea since the end of the Korean 
war. The Church is rising fast and 
firm on the strong foundation of its 
martyred priests. 
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Thus did the sufferings of those 
who wore the cross and those who 
bore the sword in Korea merge and 
become one in death, hallowed by 
Him Who suffered also and Whose 
cross rises from amidst the memorial 
altars of the soldier-priests and the 


missionary-apostles to tower over the 
city and the country where so much 
blood was spilled and so many tears 
were shed and to proclaim again: In 
this sign you will conquer! 

They have conquered. Their re- 
surrection will be the proof. 





PRAISE TO THE CHURCH 

Thou bringest into the bond of mutual charity every relationship of 
kindred, and every alliance of affinity. Thou teachest servants to cleave 
to their masters from delight in their task rather than from the necessity 
of their position. Thou renderest masters forbearing to their servants 
from a regard to God, their common Master, and more disposed to 
advise than to compel. Thou unitest citizen to citizen, nation to nation, 
yea, man to man, from the recollection of their first parents, not only 
in society but in fraternity. Thou teachest kings to seek the good of 
their peoples; thou counsellest peoples to be subject to their kings. Thou 
teachest carefully to whom honor is due, to whom regard, to whom 
reverence, to whom fear, to whom consolation, to whom admonition, to 
whom encouragement, to whom discipline, to whom rebuke, to whom 
punishment; showing how all are not due to all, and how to all love is 


due, and how injury is due to none. 


St. Augustine 
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Forbidden Mixed Marriage 


ROBLEM: I am in love with a 

young man who is not a Catholic. 
We have had many talks on the sub- 
ject of religion, but nothing I have said 
has succeeded in changing his view- 
point that the Catholic religion would 
be harmful to our children. I’ve tried 
my best to make him understand my 
position in this matter but to no avail. 
He loves me, however, and would make 
me very happy. Despite our differ- 
ences, neither of us wants to give up 
the other. Help me to decide what is 
best. 


OLUTION: Advice on a problem of 
this kind can be based on two dif- 
ferent grounds. The first is the moral 
ground of whether it would be right or 
wrong for a girl to marry a man who 
is clearly determined that his children 
will not be brought up as Catholics. 
The second is the personal ground of 
whether a girl would actually find hap- 
piness in a marriage of this kind. 

On the moral ground there can be 
only one answer. A person who pos- 
sesses the true faith and knows he pos- 
sesses it, must be conscious of a grave 
obligation to transmit that faith to his 
children. This obligation is so simple 
and clear to conscience that the Cath- 
olic Church automatically excommuni- 
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cates one of her members who enters 
marriage with either the explicit or im- 
plicit agreement that children of that 
marriage will be brought up outside the 
Catholic religion. 


It can hardly be doubted that a man 
who openly admits, before marriage, to 
the conviction that the Catholic reli- 
gion would be harmful to his children, 
is asking the girl whom he wants to 
marry to agree to excluding the chil- 
dren from a Catholic upbringing. Ex- 
perience proves that even if, for the 
sake of pacifying the girl’s conscience. 
he might grudgingly say before mar- 
riage that he would not interfere with 
the children’s training as Catholics, af- 
ter marriage he would most likely re- 
assert his conviction and act upon it. 


On the personal ground, it is difficult 
to see how either the girl or boy in this 
situation could expect an enduring hap- 
piness in such a marriage. The assertion 
that love conquers all such problems is 
a grim absurdity. This applies to the 
boy just as much as it does to the girl. 
The very essence of true love is to de- 
sire to work for the happiness of the 
one beloved. This boy knows in ad- 
vance that he will be working against 
the girl’s happiness all through their 
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marriage. According to his conviction 
about the harmfulness of the Catholic 
religion, he will find himself forced to 
ask and then demand and then insist 
that his wife violate her conscience and 
ignore her own conviction that the 
Catholic religion is the best thing, the 
only thing, for her children. He him- 
self will be upset and resentful at every 
sign of her practicing or desiring to 
practice the Catholic religion. Since re- 
ligion pervades a person’s whole life, 
he will find himself upset and resent- 
ful most of the time. 

The unhappiness of the wife will be- 
come even greater as time moves On. 


If she gives up the practice of her reli- 
gion at the request of her husband, she 
will become increasingly miserable be- 
cause of the pangs of her conscience. 
If she tries to remain faithful, she will 
be the unwilling source of many di- 
visions, differences, quarrels between 
herself and her husband. A thousand 
wives who tried to adjust to a problem 
of the kind presented here will tell this 
girl that great unhappiness will be her 
lot. 

There is only one ray of hope. That 
is that the boy can be induced to read, 
consult and become informed enough 
to lose his fear of the Catholic religion. 





BETTER GUESSERS 

Angels cannot foretell the things that will happen in the future. Of 
course, they know about things that will happen necessarily just as we 
know the sun will rise tomorrow; they can know many things to come 
in the future, which are hidden to us, if these things depend upon the 
working of fixed laws known to the angels, or are the results of causes 
already at work — causes which always have the same effect. Again an 
angel might prove to be a much more reliable weather forecaster than 
the man now holding the job in your home town, because angels are 
much better guessers than men are and they have so much more to base 
their guess on and to work with. But an angel cannot foretell free future 
happenings; that is, they cannot foretell the things that depend on the 
choice or decision of someone who is free to act as he wills. Only God 
knows about these things in advance. For example, if you are trying to 
decide whether to wear your blue tie or your brown one, the large flop- 
py hat or the one with the fruit on it, an angel does not know what your 
choice will be until you give some outward sign of your choice. Even 
then the angel cannot be sure, even if you are, why you made the choice. 





TONGUES OF FIRE 
Whoever is filled with the Holy Ghost, shall speak with divers tongues: 
these divers tongues are the divers testimonies that we must give to 
Christ — humility, poverty, patience and obedience. We speak in these 
tongues when we exhibit in ourselves these virtues. Let our words cease, 
I pray, and let our works speak. Alas, we are filled with words but empty 


of works. 
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When Russia 


**Almost’’ 


EDwarD Day, C.SS.R. 


Did Czar Paul | really hope 
that he would be able to bring 
about a true reconciliation 
between Moscow and Rome? 


Became Catholic 


gon always said he was a little 
mad, this Paul I, the son of Cath- 
erine the Great. They were the Rus- 
sian nobles and the privileged, and 
they hated him. After they strangled 
him in a palace revolution, they cut 
his reputation to shreds by calling 
him mad. 

The nobles and the brass of the 
Russian army hated Paul for their 
own reasons and certainly one of 
them was that the czar did so many 
things for the Russian peasants at the 
expense of the nobility. Paul lowered 
the price of salt and set up grain re- 
serves to save the people from fam- 
ine. He eased the heavy life of the 
serf by limiting the unpaid work he 
performed for his overlord to three 
days in the week. Serfs could not be 
forced to toil on holy days or holi- 
days. 

Paul, devoted to western culture, 
tolerated Roman Catholicism in his 
empire. He tried to improve the ed- 
ucation and spiritual formation of the 
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Russian Orthodox clergy. Though 
western in outlook, Paul could be a 
practical isolationist. He curbed the 
wanderlust of the Russian nobility by 
limiting travel outside of Russia. The 
wealthy resented the high tariffs the 
czar imposed on western luxury items 
in order to develop Russian manufac- 
turing. 


Though the story has come down 
that Paul once marched a crack 
Guards Regiment off to Siberia be- 
cause it misunderstood a command at 
drill — the story’s authenticity is not 
beyond dispute — the emperor usu- 
ally reserved his violent reprimands 
for his officers, not for his enlisted 
men. When his own guard drew spec- 
ial duty the czar saw to the issue of 
extra rations and a bonus. But he 
was not nearly so considerate of his 
officers. Flying into bursts of anger 
he would publicly upbraid them and 
even strike them in the face during a 
tour of inspection. 
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For all his violence and strange 
ways Paul, in his short reign (1796- 
1801), pushed Russian power farth- 
er into western Europe than any czar 
before him. Momentarily he fulfilled 
the grand dream of both Peter and 
Catherine the Great: easy access to 
the west over the open waters of the 
Mediterranean Sea. 


wir. Paul came to the Russian 
throne, Europe was at war 
with the French Revolution. Though 
Paul was not, at first, anxious to be- 
come embroiled in a fight with 
France, he finally declared war in 
1798. The revolutionaries were try- 
ing to stir up trouble in Poland and 
this Paul would not tolerate. The 
czar dispatched two Russian armies 
into the heart of western Europe. 
One fought at the side of the English 
in The Netherlands. The other 
marched victoriously through the 
north of Italy and pushed the con- 
scripts of France back to the Rhine. 
Paul came to an understanding with 
the Turks, and the followers of Mo- 
hammed allowed a Russian fleet to 
sail out through the Bosporus and 
into the open waters of the Mediter- 
ranean. For a man reputed mad, Paul 
I was not doing too badly. 

However Paul’s military adven- 
tures in western Europe ended in 
failure. France’s newly drafted civil- 
ian army badly mauled the profes- 
sional English and Russian soldiers 
in The Netherlands. The Russians, 
closely pressing the French along the 
upper Rhine, were frustrated by the 
distrust and incompetence of their 
Austrian allies. Though the Russians, 
fighting far from their homeland, 
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proved themselves a formidable en- 
emy, the French achieved a smash- 
ing victory over them at Zurich, Swit- 
zerland, in September, 1799. Paul, 
disgusted with his inept allies, with- 
drew his troops from the western 
front. 

But Paul’s affair in the West was 
not over. Though he was through 
with the English and the Austrians, 
the czar was captivated by the court- 
ing of France’s new First Consul, 
Napoleon Bonaparte. Paul had feared 
and hated the revolutionary chaos 
for which “liberty, equality, and fra- 
ternity” of the new France stood. 
But in Napoleon he thought he saw 
a man who could bring order out of 
that chaos. And when in 1800 the 
First Consul coyly offered to cut 
Paul in on half of Europe the czar 
could not say “Nyet!” Suddenly ref- 
ugee French noblemen were no long- 
er welcome in Russia. The czar 
strongly suggested that the exiled 
Bourbon pretender to the crown of 
France, Louis XVIII, might be more 
comfortable if he joined his wife at 
Kiel-Darmstadt near Denmark. In 
league with Napoleon, the czar saw 
that he could finally satisfy Russia’s 
burning ambition: open and easy ac- 
cess to the heart of western Europe. 

Paul tightened his grip on the east- 
ern Mediterranean by seizing the Ion- 
ian Isles that specked Turkish coastal 
waters. These islands controlled the 
Bosporus Straits, Russia’s eastern 
gateway to the Mediterranean Sea. 


EXT the czar’s thoughts turned 
westward to Malta. Whoever 

held Malta could dominate the west- 
ern Mediterranean. For the island 
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was set in the center of the narrow 
seas that separate Sicily from the 
African shore. No ship plying the 
lanes to Egypt or the Middle East 
could easily pass unchallenged. 


In 1530 the Holy Roman Emper- 
or, Charles V, had confided Malta to 
the mailed fists and broadswords of 
the Knights of St. John. A Roman 
Catholic military order, these fighting 
brothers defended the island bravely 
against the fiercest onslaughts of the 
Turks. However the Knights of the 
eighteenth century could not quite fill 
the armor of their brothers of the 
sixteenth; they surrendered their is- 
land to Napoleon’s Egyptian expedi- 
tionary force in 1798 without a fight. 
In 1800 the British fleet, with the 
connivance of the king of Naples, 
captured Malta from the French. 


Beyond politics, Paul I of Russia 
was keenly interested in Malta be- 
cause he had been elected Grand 
Master of the Knights of St. John in 
1797. Members of this Roman Cath- 
olic military order, fleeing the fury 
of the French Revolution, found a 
refuge in Russia. Out of gratitude 
and, no doubt, with an eye to dip- 
lomacy, they elected the Russian Or- 
thodox Czar Paul as their Grand 
Master. Of course, Pope Pius VI re- 
fused to recognize Paul’s election. 
And many of the crowned heads of 
Europe smirked disdainfully at “the 
mad czar’s” delight in this empty re- 
ligious office. But Paul took his 
claim seriously enough. He planned 
to toughen the Knights by reform. 
Then they could go forth to the 
courts of Europe, champions of king- 
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ly sovereignty and of the Catholic 
faith. 

Paul, despite his Russian Ortho- 
doxy, had come to admire more and 
more the Roman Catholic religion. 
Brought up in the sceptical court of 
Catherine the Great, he lost his es- 
teem for his own state-dominated re- 
ligion. Though the eastern church’s 
solemn liturgy usually casts a spell 
over all who assist at it, this was not 
the case with the czar. Its mystical 
splendor had no appeal for him. As 
an executive demanding results he 
admired the crisp efficiency of the 
Latin Mass. 


wre noble heads continued to 
drop into the wicker basket 
beneath the Parisian guillotine, the 
czar felt his own head becoming un- 
steady. Then he called on religion to 
maintain the loyalty of the people 
toward God and king. Paul felt that 
the Russian Orthodox faith was too 
divided within itself to stand firmly 
against the godless philosophy of the 
Revolution. He admired the firmness 
of Catholic theological teaching. That 
is why, partially at least, he sought 
to gain actual leadership of the 
Knights of St. John. That is why, in 
November, 1800, Paul I, Czar of all 
the Russians, took the first steps to 
restore his empire to the unity of the 
Roman Catholic Church. 

Twice in that month the Neapoli- 
tan ambassador, the Duke of Serra- 
capriola, was ushered up the secret 
staircase that climbed to the czar’s 
private parlor in the imperial palace. 
In these two audiences Paul unfold- 
ed his delicate plan for the reunion 
of his Russian Orthodox Church with 
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the Church of Rome. The Neapolitan 
ambassador was his confidant, be- 
cause the czar had chosen the king 
of Naples to be his go-between with 
the pope. 


It seems that an Austrian Jesuit of 
certain renown, Father Gruber by 
name, enjoyed the favor of the czar. 
Father Gruber was quick to point 
out to Paul that the loyalty of his 
subjects depended upon a firm Chris- 
tian education. According to the 
Jesuit, the teachings of rationalistic 
philosophers would undermine loyal- 
ty in Russia just as they had sapped 
away the foundations of the throne 
of France. The vast majority of Paul’s 
people were members of the Ortho- 
dox Church and were deeply reli- 
gious. But the czar distrusted the 
strength of the Russian Church be- 
cause he saw it to be riven by deep 
theological differences. Nor did he 
forget that eight or nine million of 
his subjects were Roman Catholics. 
Paul realized that the Catholic 
Church was united and could become 
a determined defender of both cross 
and crown if they were challenged. 


The czar freely admitted to the 
Duke of Serracapriola that he was al- 
ready a Roman Catholic at heart. But 
the nobility hated him. He seemed to 
fear that to proclaim himself a Rom- 
an Catholic would only invite a sud- 
den revolt in which not only the czar 
but any hope of reunion of the two 
churches would be swept away. Paul 
hoped to open the doors to a gradual 
meeting of minds in Rome and in 
Moscow. Then, when the time was 
right, he indicated that he would rec- 
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ognize the primacy of the pope over 
the Russian Church. He hoped, how- 
ever, that that day would come after 
a prudent and unprejudiced emissary 
of the sovereign pontiff laid the 
ground by his diplomatic charm as 
well as by his broadminded and solid 
theological learning. In Paul’s mind a 
lasting reunion would not dawn over- 
night, but patience and understand- 
ing would hasten its coming. 


The czar warned the Neapolitan 
ambassador that secrecy was of the 
utmost importance. If any hint of 
what he planned leaked out, Paul 
would be undone. Even Pope Pius 
VII, the newly crowned successor of 
the exiled Pius VI who died in 1799, 
must not be told everything at once. 
Paul feared that the new pope was 
surrounded by Austrians. Since his 
military fiasco along the Rhine in 
1799, Paul distrusted Austrians. The 
czar told the Neapolitan ambassador 
that at first it would be enough to 
feel out His Holiness by simply stat- 
ing that Paul was deeply interested 
in seeing “a reunion of opinion be- 
tween the two churches.” He hoped 
that this would whet the pope’s curi- 
osity and prompt him to send a pru- 
dent emissary to Russia immediately 
to size up the situation. Once the 
pope’s emissary began negotiations, 
Paul felt certain that a reconciliation 
would follow. 


The Neapolitan ambassador and 
his king served the secrecy of the 
czar well. So secret were these nego- 
tiations with Rome, and so brief, that 
their traces lay hidden in the archives 
of the Duke of Calabria for almost 
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one hundred and sixty years. It was 
an eminent French historian of the 
Church, M. H. Rouet de Journel, who 
first blew the dust off these hidden 
documents and published his find- 
ings in 1959-1960. 


WeEN the king of Naples learn- 
ed of Paul’s undertaking, he 
commissioned his Roman representa- 
tive, Cardinal Ruffo, to carry the 
czar’s scheme to the pope. We know 
that the cardinal sought an audience 
with His Holiness concerning “an af- 
fair of the utmost importance” on 
February 7, 1801. Regrettably no 
clue of Pope Pius’ reaction to Paul’s 
half-revealed plan has turned up. 
Probably none ever will. For the ne- 
gotiations ceased almost as soon as 
they began. Officers of his own guard 
strangled the czar on the evening of 
March 11, 1801. Paul’s son and suc- 
cessor, Alexander I, did not share 
the zeal of his father for the reunion 
of the churches. 


The question is: was Paul I really 
sincere in his plan of reunion? 

It seems quite certain that the Nea- 
politan ambassador thought he was. 
However it seems equally certain that 
if Paul I was not quite mad, he sure- 
ly was a wily type, and ambassadors 
have been fooled. Nevertheless, 
Paul’s admiration and interest in the 
Roman Catholic Church is a fact. 
When Napoleon threatened to rein- 
vade the Papal States, Paul begged 
him to spare the pope’s realm. Per- 
haps he had reasons of state in mind, 
but he was the only monarch of 
Europe who pleaded for the pope’s 
sovereignty. When invasion seemed 
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inevitable it was Paul I who offered 
Pius VII sanctuary in Russia and an 
independent income. 

Paul very definitely wanted to be 
recognized by the pope as Grand 
Master of the Knights of Malta. If 
the pope confirmed him in that hon- 
or, the king of Spain would follow 
suit. Paul valued the prestige that he 
thought went with the title. He was 
romantic enough to feel that the 
Knights could once again become a 
powerful force in the fight against the 
liberal principles of the French Rev- 
olution. Nor could he have failed to 
consider that his Grand Mastership 
might one day bring him Malta and 
control of the western Mediterranean. 
But it is hard to say just how serious- 
ly he took that vague hope. During 
the course of the talks with the Nea- 
politan ambassador neither Malta nor 
its British tenants were mentioned. 


Was not Paul a bit naive in his 
confidence in being able to bring 
about a true reconciliation between 
Moscow and Rome? Other eastern 
emperors had tried and failed utter- 
ly. It is clear that he definitely under- 
estimated the differences in belief of 
the two churches concerning key 
doctrines. Yet one cannot help but 
admire his insight. Certainly if re- 
union between the East and the West 
is successfully negotiated in our own 
times, it will be prudent, patient, yet 
solid ecclesiastical diplomats and the- 
ologians who lay the groundwork. 
Paul may have been naive, perhaps 
even a little mad, but one hundred 
and sixty years ago he pointed the 
way to a reconciliation that is not at 
all impossible. 
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POINTED 


PARAGRAPHS 


Collect the Dividends! 

The training season of Lent ends 
with the feast of Easter. Just as the 
training season which baseball play- 
ers go through each year prepares 
them for the long grind of the full 
schedule of games ahead, so the 
training season of Lent should equip 
us with the improved skill and stam- 
ina we need in the spiritual life for 
the months to come. 

There are two reasons why people 
will be inclined to let down in their 
fervor and devotion during the 
month of April. 

The first is the release from the 
rigors of Lent. Fasting and abstain- 
ing for forty days have taken their 
toll; rising each morning to attend 
Mass called for continued self-denial. 
The human reaction will be to feel 
that such unusual efforts can be dis- 
continued and that the easier ways of 
living can once more be resumed. 

The second reason for slowing up 
our spiritual life is the weather. With 
the passing of winter and the coming 
of spring, the warm breezes from the 
South will bring on the ancient sick- 
ness of spring fever. Even if a per- 
son did have the resolution to con- 
tinue the Lenten practice of hearing 
daily Mass, the languor which comes 
floating along with the spring breezes, 
can make such a resolution seem so 
unnecessary. He will follow the path 
of least resistance, and he will make 
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only those sacrifices which he must 
make by obligation. 

A gentle warning is in order. There 
is no such thing as a let-down in the 
practice of religion. There must be 
no standing still in the spiritual life. 
To stand still is to go backward. This 
is a spiritual maxim almost as old as 
the Church herself, and our brothers 
and sisters in religion of years long 
gone believed it so completely that 
they rushed off to the deserts and 
hermitages in droves, lest remaining 
in the world might weaken their con- 
victions. 

It is not necessary for a man with 
a family to provide for, and a job to 
maintain, to live like a hermit or to 
deprive himself of all healthy joy and 
recreation. A show, a party, an out- 
ing — all have their place. But the 
things of faith also have their place. 
There is a place in the life of most 
Catholics for Mass and Communion 
each morning all through the year. 
To make a sort of burden out of it, 
and to attend to it only during Lent 
as though it were something terribly 
difficult is to have an incomplete un- 
derstanding of the meaning of true 
religion. 


Library Week 

A few words are in order this 
month to point up the significance of 
National Library Week, observed 
this year April 16-22. Sponsored by 
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the National Book Committee, Inc., 
in cooperation with the American 
Library Association, this period of 
time is set aside to underline the im- 
portance to the community of a well- 
stocked, well-organized and well- 
staffed library. 

Official records show steady na- 
tional gains in book circulation and 
registration figures over the last few 
years. This is a development which 
should follow normally upon our ris- 
ing level of education. For young 
people in the school period of their 
life, libraries are essential to the 
learning process. If they do not learn 
to know them and use them wisely, 
it is to be feared that they are short- 
changing themselves for their future. 

If the value of libraries is known 
and appreciated in the school years, 
the chances are that in later years al- 
so this interest will be preserved. A 
nation cannot but profit when more 
and more of its citizens seek out wis- 
dom from the printed page. 

We have been speaking of the 
American Library Association. Of 
special note to Catholics is the Cath- 
olic Library Association. This group 
publishes the Catholic Library World, 
the Catholic Periodical Index and an 
annual Catholic Booklist. Those in 
library work who might be interested 
should write to the Catholic Library 
Association, Villanova University, 
Villanova, Penn. 


Comfort and Security 

The psychiatrists tell us, and so 
rightly, that a feeling of insecurity is 
at the root of many mental ills and 
unstable personalities. From the cra- 
dle to the grave we need a sense of 
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security, whether it be a child who 
has lost his mother in a large depart- 
ment store, the grown man hopeless- 
ly caught in the crash of a failing bus- 
iness venture, the family seeing 
through their tears the empty chair 
of the breadwinner. And if all this is 
true in the physical world of money 
and food and health, how much more 
true is it in the spiritual world where 
we poor mortals shrink from the 
thought of an eternity that could find 
both soul and body forever cast into 
hell! 

Yes, life can be a bit of hell at 
times, as the saying goes, but we al- 
ways know that we are walking 
through hell for a while only, not 
walking toward it to be forever en- 
compassed by it. If mourning were al- 
ways easy to bear, the Master would 
not have honored it with a beatitude: 
“Blessed are they that mourn; for 
they shall be comforted.” 

So we keep remembering that the 
mourning can last no longer than 
these fingers of ours can last, for all 
flesh must die, and then, if we have 
mourned with Christ, we shall rejoice 
with Christ — and He tells us plain- 
ly what that rejoicing will be. 

We go back through the centuries 
and take our places with His apos- 
tles in the old supper room. The 
Master has risen and for a moment 
looks out over our bowed heads. Well 
does He know our poor weak human 
hearts, and know, too, what this 
mourning will mean in each of our 
lives. And what does He say? He is 
satisfied merely to rephrase the beat- 
itude about mourners. “Now, indeed, 
you have sorrow; but I will see you 
again, and your heart will rejoice; 
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and your joy no man shall take from 
you.” 

There, indeed, is security for you. 
There is comfort. The One Who 
spoke these words would go out in a 
few hours and die with them on His 
sacred lips. And He would rise from 
the dead, and He would forever set 
the seal of the Godhead on that 
promise. “I will see you again, and 
your heart will rejoice; and your joy 
no man shall take from you.” 

For such eternal comforting let us 
mourn awhile. 


Altar Boy's Privilege 

Boys or men who serve at the altar 
have a privilege second only to that 
of the priest in the celebration of 
holy Mass. They are so necessary to 
the proper fulfillment of the great 
sacrifice that the law of the Church 
requires the priest to have a server at 
Mass if it is reasonably possible to 
secure one. 

The privilege indeed is so great 
that boys should vie for it, and men 
also, in those parishes where, at cer- 
tain Masses, the opportunity is of- 
fered. If they notice that the priest 
is without a server, let them gladly 
offer their services. They should, of 
course, train themselves to perform 
their duties at the altar in the best 
possible manner. These rules especi- 
ally should be observed. 

The server should know the Mass 
prayers as perfectly as possible. 

When he answers the priest’s pray- 
ers, he is speaking not for himself 
alone, but for all the people. There- 
fore he should not mumble the 
words, or glide over them so rapidly 
that they have no meaning, or be 
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content with learning only the gener- 
al sound of the words. He should 
know every single word, pronounce 
them clearly, and now and then read 
to himself the English of the Mass 
prayers so that he will have some un- 
derstanding of what he is saying. 

All this will require effort and hard 
work, but it is effort well spent for 
the high purpose to be achieved. 

The server should be a model of 
devotion and piety around the altar. 

He should not look around, or talk 
to other servers, or argue with them 
about things to be done. He should 
walk reverently about the altar and 
sanctuary and not run or hurry. He 
should kneel erect and straight, gen- 
uflect slowly, and keep his hands 
folded whenever they are not occu- 
pied in carrying out the rubrics. He 
should make it a point to know what 
his duties are in the various assign- 
ments and then fulfill them to the 
letter. 

In acting thus he will give honor 
to God present on the altar, and he 
will inspire devotion in the people 
who attend Mass, and not distract 
them by his abrupt, clumsy and ir- 
reverent actions. 

The server should cultivate a great 
love for the Mass and try to under- 
stand it better every day. 

One excellent way of doing this is 
to use a missal. Let the young server 
make it a matter of personal sacrifice 
to save his money to secure a missal. 
Then let him have someone explain 
its use, so that he can follow the 
prayers said by the priest at the altar 
whenever he attends Mass. In this 
way the Mass will mean more and 
more to him as the years go on. 
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Mass servers who keep these rules 
will be adding immensely to the 
beauty of holy Mass; they will be 
gaining graces to help them all dur- 
ing life; they will be a source of real 
inspiration to all who see them at the 
altar. 


Father Is a Teacher 

We are told that a parent’s au- 
thority is like that of a teacher; it is 
to teach the things that will lead the 
child to self-control and freedom. In 
no sense is a parent to be a kind of 
dominant Siamese twin, the child a 
puppet. 

Authority is a precarious privilege, 
and only a fool wants it for what 
sense of importance it affords. To 
have control over others in almost 
any manner carries a subtle danger; 
because really we don’t have com- 
plete control. 

There are areas of a human being 
over which we can’t tyrannize. Sure- 
ly this is true with fatherhood. A fa- 
ther can become a tyrant or he can 
refuse the duties of fatherhood. In 
either mistake, the child will suffer. 

This a father must know — that 
he is not an absolute authority — 
know it not only with his head, but 
with his heart. That is, he must real- 
ize that he is quite imperfect, and is 
in quest of perfection. 

One step further. It is important 
that he make his children realize 
this. They will learn that daddy can 
make mistakes. If he denies this, he 
is not deceiving them. 

But something of respect will dis- 
appear if children see that wrong is 
called right, mistakes are explained 
away. 
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Not only is it good for a father 
to apologize formally to even young 
children for mistakes he has made 
in their regard; it is the best kind of 
sense. 

Be sure that they are keen enough 
to appreciate honesty, to know that 
it is a virtue, and that it is vicious to 
defend a wrong. 

Father John Michael Murphy — 
Catholic Herald Citizen. 





SIMPLE PRAYER 
The following beautiful prayer 
from the Spanish of Amado Ner- 
vo, a Mexican mystic, is taken 
from Missions Magazine. 
I'm only a spark, 
Make me a fire. 
I'm only a string, 
Make me a lyre. 
I'm only an ant-hill, 
Make me a mountain. 
I'm only a drop 
Make me a fountain. 
I'm only a feather, 
Make me a wing. 
I’m only a rag, 
Make me a king. 


TREE OF LIFE 

Happy the man who finds wisdom, 

The man who gains understand- 
ing... 

Her ways are pleasant ways, 

And all her paths are peace; 

She is a tree of life to those who 
grasp her 

And he is happy who holds her 
fast. 





Proverbs 3:13, 16-18 
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The Practice of the Love of Jesus Christ 


Chapter [X—Love Is Not Proud 


By St. Alphonsus Liguori 
Translated by 
C. D. McEnniry, C.SS.R. 


PERSON who truly loves Jesus 
Christ does not have a high 
opinion of his own excellence. 

The proud man is like an inflated 
balloon, which appears to be some- 
thing tremendous, while in reality it 
is nothing but a bag of wind; and 
when it is punctured it falls to the 
ground. 

He who loves God is truly hum- 
ble. He does not grow puffed up on 
seeing something praiseworthy in 
himself; for he knows that whatever 
he has is a gift of God and that all 
he can claim as his own is nothing- 
ness and sin. When he sees all that 
God has done for him, he humbles 
himself the more, acknowledging 
that he is unworthy to be so greatly 
favored by God. 

St. Theresa, speaking of the spec- 
ial favors God had given her, says: 
“God supports me just as we prop 
up an old house to keep it from fall- 
ing to pieces.” 

When someone feels the gentle 
touch of the hand of God and ex- 
periences an extraordinary warmth 
of divine love accompanied by tears 
or great tenderness of heart, let him 
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be on his guard not to imagine that 
the Lord thus favors him on account 
of something good that he has done, 
but let him rather take this occasion 
to humble himself, realizing that God 
thus holds him in His arms to pre- 
serve him from a fall. If on the con- 
trary he becomes vain on account of 
the gift, esteeming himself more fa- 
vored than others because he is bet- 
ter than they, that fault will cause 
God to deprive him of these favors. 


To keep a house intact the two 
most necessary things are a founda- 
tion and a roof. In us the foundation 
is humility, whereby we acknowledge 
that we are worth nothing and that 
we can do nothing; the roof is the 
divine protection, in which we put 
all our trust. 

Whenever we see ourselves more 
favored by God, precisely then we 
should humble ourselves the more. 
Every time St. Theresa received some 
special favor she recalled to mind all 
the faults she had committed, and be- 
cause of her humility the Lord unit- 
ed Himself more intimately with her. 
The more a soul acknowledges itself 
unworthy of favors, the more God 
enriches it with favors. 

Thais, who, from a sinner, became 
a saint, was so humble before God 
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that she deemed herself unworthy to 
pronounce His name. She did not 
even dare to say, “My God!” but 
said instead “O Thou, Who didst 
create me, have pity on me!” St. Jer- 
ome saw a lofty throne prepared for 
her in heaven in reward for such 
humility. 

We read likewise of St. Margaret 
of Cortona that one day, when our 
Lord visited her with greater loving 
tenderness than usual, she exclaim- 
ed: “But, Lord, have You forgotten 
what I used to be? Do you repay me 
with such sweetness for the sins I 
have committed?” And God replied 
that, when a soul loves Him and sin- 
cerely repents of having offended 
Him, He forgets ail the offenses — 
just as the prophet Ezechiel writes: 
“But if the wicked do penance. . . I 
will not remember all his iniquities.” 
(18:21-22) To convince her He let 
her see that He had prepared for her 
a splendid throne among the sera- 
phim. Oh, if we could only compre- 
hend the value of humility! A single 
act of humility is worth more than 
all the riches of the world. 


St. Theresa says: “Do not ima- 
gine that you have made one step 
forward in holiness unless you are 
convinced that you are the worst of 
all and desire to be treated as the last 
of all.” And that is what she did, and 
so too did all the saints. St. Francis 
of Assisi, St. Mary Magdalen of Paz- 
zi, and many others considered them- 
selves the greatest sinners in the 
world and marvelled that the earth 
did not open up and swallow them. 
And they meant what they said. 
When the Venerable Father John 
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d’Avila, who had led a holy life from 
childhood, was dying, a priest came 
and spoke to him of sublime things, 
treating him like the holy and learned 
man that he was. But Father Avila 
was quick to reply: “Father, please 
recommend my soul to God as you 
would recommend the soul of a crim- 
inal condemned to death, for that is 
just what I am.” That is what the 
saints think of themselves in life and 
in death. 

And that is what we too must do 
if we wish to save our souls and per- 
severe in the grace of God until 
death, putting all our trust in God 
alone. The proud man trusts in his 
own strength, and so he falls; but the 
humble man, because he trusts only 
in God, even though assaulted by all 
the most violent temptations, stands 
firm, and does not fall. His motto is: 
“T can do all things in Him Who 
strengthens me.” (Phil. 4:14) 


HE devil tempts us, now to pre- 
sumption, now to _ despair. 
When he tells us there is no danger 
of our falling, that is the time we 
should fear, for if God withdraws His 
assistance even for one moment we 
are lost. But when the devil tempts us 
to despair, then we should turn to 
God and say with great confidence: 
“In Thee, O Lord, have I hoped, I 
shall never be confounded. (Ps. 
30:2) My God, in You have I placed 
all my trust; I hope never to find my- 
self overcome with confusion and 
deprived of Your grace.” 
These acts of distrust of self and 
confidence in God we should repeat 
continually until death, beseeching 
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the Lord to grant us holy humility. 
But, in order to be humble, it is 
not enough to have a low opinion of 
ourselves and to count ourselves the 
miserable creatures that we really 
are; the truly humble man, says the 
Imitation, despises himself and de- 
sires to be despised by others. This 
is the great virtue which Jesus Christ 
commands us to practice after His 
example. “Learn of Me, for I am 
meek and humble of heart.” (Matt. 
11:29) He that proclaims himself 
the greatest sinner in the world, but 
flares up the moment he is taken at 
his word, shows plainly that he has 


humility on his lips but not in his 
heart. 

St. Thomas Aquinas says that 
when anyone shows resentment on 
being despised, we may be sure that, 
even though he works miracles, he 
has made but scanty progress on the 
road to holiness. The divine Mother 
ordered St. Ignatius Loyola to teach 
humility to St. Mary Magdalen of 
Pazzi. This is the lesson he gave her: 
“Humility is delight in everything 
that leads us to despise ourselves.” 
Note the word delight. Even though 
our feelings recoil from contempt, 
with our will we should delight in it. 





HOW TO VISIT WITH GOD 

Go up to the front of the church and make yourself comfortable. You 
do not have to keep on kneeling all the while to say a real prayer. Sit 
down. Make yourself at home. You are with your best friend. Then begin 
to tell Him what you are doing with your life. For example: how much 
time you give to your work; how much time you spend in doing things 
for others, to help them and to make them happy; how much time you 
give to amusement and recreation — to pleasure; how much time you 
are wasting in idleness, daydreaming. Then tell Him how much time 
you give Him in a week or in a day. After that ask Him: “What do you 
think of my life, dear Lord?” And you just listen for the answer. For 
you will surely get an answer to that prayer, and very soon. There may 
be a bit of a scolding He will have to give you; some good advice; and 
before you know it, you will be praying as you never prayed before. 





BEAUTIFUL AND GLORIOUS 

T look at Thee, my Lord Jesus, and think of Thy most holy body, and 
I keep it before me as the pledge of my own resurrection. Though I die, 
as die I certainly shall, nevertheless I shall not forever die, for I shall 
rise again. O Thou who art the truth, I know, and believe with my 
whole heart, that this very flesh of mine will rise again. I know, base and 
odious as it is at present, that it will one day, if I be worthy, be raised 
incorruptible and altogether beautiful and glorious. This I know; this, by 
Thy grace, I will ever keep before me. Amen. 

Cardinal Newman: Heart to Heart 
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THOMAS TOBIN, C.SS.R. 


We recommend that books listed or reviewed in THE LIGUORIAN be 
purchased at your local bookstore. If you cannot obtain the book in 
that way, you may write to THE LIGUORIAN for further information. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 


The Turquoise Rosary ($2.00) L. V. Jacks 
@ 15 year old boy on the Western frontier. A Catholic Treas- 
ury Book. 
e Johann of the Trembling Hand ($2.95) |§ Theodora Koob 
Story of young love in Oberammergau. 
The Little Juggler ($.50) Katherine Evans 
@ Story and pictures of the boy who juggled for our Lady. 


Christian Child Series. 


@ My Jesus ($.50) Father Gerarld T. Brennan 
Life of Christ in words and pictures. Christian Child Series. 


DOUBLEDAY AND COMPANY 
Clarion Books $1.95 


The Blood Red Crescent Henry Garnett 
The defeat of the Turks at Lepanto. @ 

Sword of Clontarf Charles A. Brady @ 
Story of 1lth century Ireland. 

The Blue Gonfallon Margaret Ann Hubbard e 
The First Crusade. 

Ship’s Boy with Magellan Milton Lomask @ 
The first trip around the world. 
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ST. ANTHONY GUILD PRESS 


Yankee at Molokai ($2.50) Eva K. Betz 
6 Brother Joseph, the helper of Father Damien. 





ST. MARTINS PRESS 


Jory and the Buckskin Jumper ($3.50) Priscilla D. Willis 
Life of a 14-year-old boy on a farm. 


The Gospel in Pictures ($1.50) Mary Devitt 
Main events of the Gospel with pictures. 


SHEED AND WARD 
Patron Saint Books $2.00 


Anne M. K. Richardson . 
The mother of Mary. 


& Bernard Norah Smaridge 
The great Cistercian leader. 


PAPERBACKS 
BRUCE PUBLISHING COMPANY 


To God Through Marriage ($1.50) 
Br. Gerald J. Schnepp, S.M. @ 
Rev. Alfred F. Schnepps, S.M. 
Text on marriage by two sociologists. 


Manual for Retreat Masters ($1.50) 
Father William, O.C.D. ® 
Excellent guide especially for high school retreats. 


Manual for Altar Societies ($1.00) Louise M. Walsh @ 
Information on altar, sanctuary, sacristy. 


Mn NO OTS 


CATECHETICAL GUILD i 


Venerable John Neumann ($.50) 
Joseph A. Manton, C.SS.R. 
€ Francis A. Novak, C.SS.R. 
A Redemptorist and 4th bishop of Philadelphia whose 

cause for beatification is in Rome. 


POOR Ee eee Pee Tee 
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DIDDE PRINTING COMPANY 


Stories for Sermons Vol. 12 ($2.50) Msgr. Arthur Tonne 
Latest volume in popular series. @ 


Five Minute Talks on the Sunday Gospels ($1.50) 


Msgr. Arthur Tonne @ 
Practical and with many stories. 


DOUBLEDAY AND COMPANY 
Image Books 


The Heart of Man ($.75) Gerald Vann, O.P. 
@ Profound study of man as lover and maker. 


The Confessions of St. Augustine ($1.25) 


@ John K. Ryan, translator 
New translation of the classic conversion story. 


Heart in Pilgrimage ($.75) Evelyn Eaton 


@ Edward Roberts Moore 
Life of Mother Seton, founder of Sisters of Charity. 


Baby Grows in Age and Grace ($.75) 


@ Sr. Mary de Lourdes 
Excellent study of natural and supernatural growth. 


An Essay on the Development of Christine Doctine ($1.35) 


@ Cardinal Newman 
A masterful presentation. 


@ Understanding Europe ($.85) Christopher Dawson 
Modern Europe against its early background. 


FIDES PUBLISHERS 
Dome Books 
Priests Among Men ($.95) Cardinal Suhard 
| Priestly work in moder world. 


Purity, Modesty, Marriage ($.95) Joseph Buckley, S.M. 
Christian design for sex. 


Wisdom Shall Enter ($.95) Leo J. Trese 
A course in Catholic apologetics. 


4 Mental Health in Childhood ($.95) Charles Burns 
i Practical suggestions. 
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FRIAR 


Thoughts on Love and Marriage ($1.00) 
Rev. Alfred Martin, O.F.M. 
Practical and inspirational. 


HANOVER HOUSE 


Brother Juniper at Work and Play ($1.00) 


Father Justin McCarthy © 


Delightful cartoons. 


HERDER OF ST. LOUIS 


The Sacred Passion ($1.50) Luis de Granada, O.P. 
Meditations by a master of the spiritual life. 


The Way of the Cross ($.85) Dom Columba Marmion 
Reflections on the stations. 


NEWMAN PRESS 


Saint Vincent de Paul ($1.25) M. V. Woodgate 
Reprint of a standard life. @ 


A Great and Humble Soul ($1.75) 


Henry Perroy, S.J. @ 
John J. Burke, C.S.P., translator 


Foundress of the Cenacle nuns. 


One Christ, One Church ($.90) Francis J. Ripley @ 
The unity of the Catholic Church. 

The Word of Life ($1.75) E. J. Kissane, editor e 
Essays on the Bible. 

Happy Homes ($1.95) Francois Dantec @ 


Christian ideals in married life. 
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PAULIST PRESS 
Catholic Bible Series 


The Book of Exodus, Part I, Part Il; The Book of Leviticus; 
The Book of Numbers, Part I, Part Il; The Book of Deuter- 
onomy, Part I, Part Il; The Book of Judges. 

New translations and commentaries. Each volume is $.75. 


Overpopulation, A Catholic View ($.75) 
Msgr. George A. Kelly 


Some recommendations on an important problem. 
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SHEED AND WARD 
Canterbury Books 


The Catholic and his Church ($.75) Henri Lubac, S.J. 
The Catholic in the family of God. 


@ 

Sin ($.75) Walter Farrell, O.P. 
Nature, causes, kinds of sin. @ 
@ 


Purgatory and Heaven ($.75) J. P. Arendzen, D.D. 
Theology of last things. 


God and Politics ($.75) F. J. Sheed e@ 
Excerpts from Communism and Man. 





Confederate Chaplain Rev. James B. Sheeran, C.SS.R. 
Rev Joseph T. Durkin, S.J., editor 

This is a diary of war experiences by a Catholic priest 
who served in the Confederate forces during the Civil War. 
Born in Ireland, he came to the United States by way of 
Canada, married and had two children, a boy and a girl 
who later became a nun. A widower for some years he be- 

@ came a Redemptorist and was ordained just a few years 
before the outbreak of hostilities between the North and 
the South. He was doing parish work in New Orleans when 
he volunteered his services as chaplain. 

The war journal of Father Sheeran sheds no new light 
on the grand strategy of the Civil War, but it is quite inter- 
esting in the lights and shadows it brings out in certain 
memorable figures of that period of history. It is most inter- 
esting in the unobtrusive revelation of the character of the 
writer himself. 

The frontispiece is a picture of the author in later life 

j as a diocesan pastor of a parish in New Jersey. It shows 

i him a man of less than medium height, with a determined 

chin and firm mouth and almost piercing eyes. 

In the pages of this book (it has only 164 pages and is 

e@ admirably edited by the Jesuit Father Joseph T. Durkin), 
Father Sheeran reveals himself as a staunch and articulate 
supporter of the Confederacy, an implacable foe of the vices 
that usually plague military camps, a zealous priest no 
less intimidated by screaming cannonballs or enemy lines 
than by anyone in blue or gray who dared impede his 
ministry to the fallen. 

Courageous in battle, in its aftermath he could be as 
tender as a mother to those who lay moaning and broken 
in their own blood. A peppery defender of the cause he 
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served, he was always the priest no matter to what side 
the men belonged. Gentle and gracious though he was on 


occasion, he was not one to mince words on matters of 
principle even with those who occupied high positions of 


« command. 


Definitely this war journal will be enjoyed by the reader. 
One mystery will perhaps plague him as it does the re- 
viewer: where has it been these last hundred years?—J.D.E., 


C.SS.R. 


(Bruce Publishing Company, $3.50) 


BEST SELLERS 


A Moral Evaluation of Current Books, Published at the University of Scranton, Pa. 





MOST POPULAR 
(Not necessarily approved. Roman 
numeral indicates a moral rating ac- 
cording to categories used in general 
list.) 
Hawaii (Ilb)—Michener 
Advise and Consent (IIlb)—Drury 
To Kill a Mocking Bird (Ila)—Lee 
The Last of the Just (IIa)— 
Schwarz--Bart 
Sermons and Soda-water (IIb)— 
O’ Hara 
The Dean’s Watch (I1)—Goudge 
The Chess Players (1)—Keyes 
Decision at Delphi (1)—MacInnes 
The Listener (IIla)—Caldwell 
The Lovely Ambition (IIla)—Chase 
Pomp and Circumstance (IIb)— 
Coward 
The Light in the Piazza (Ila) — 
Spencer 
The Nylon Pirates (IV )—Monserrat 











I. Suitable for general reading: 
Ready Revenge—Arley 
Garbo: A Biography—Billquist 
The Man from Mount Vernon— 
Boyce 
The Case of the Twisted Scarf— 
Durbridge 


Bedlam in the Back Seat—Gillespie 


The De Gaulle Nobody Knows— 
Hatch 
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Mark of Treachery—Kelland 

The Fight for the Sea—Lewis 

George III—Long 

A History of the Cold War—Lukacs 

Out of the Air—McBride 

The Queen’s Necklace—Mossiker 

Summer of Pride—Savage 

Thomas Wolfe and His Family— 
Wheaton & Blythe 

Who Killed Society?—A mory 

The Foxes of the Desert—Carell 

The White Voyage—Christopher 

A House Called Memory—Collier 

Lay Siege to Heaven—de Wohl 

Shadows on the Grass—Dinesen 

Revolution and Papacy—Hales 

A Lament for Barney Stone—Kelly 

The Phoenix Nest—Levin (ed.) 

The Fading American Newspaper— 
Lindstrom 

The White Nile—Moorehead 

Look to the Wilderness—Burden 

Francois de Sales—de la Bedoyere 

The Detections of Dr. Sam: Johnson 
—de la Torre 

Medieval Christian Philosophy— 
Delahaye 

Apostle in a Top Hat—Derum 

My Wilderness—Douglas 

The Far Sands—Garve 

The Story of the Church—Grandi & 
Galli 

The Early Middle Ages—Guillemain 

C.S.S. Shenandoah—Horan 
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The Civil War at Sea—Jones 

The Steps to Murder—King 

The Real Abraham Lincoln—Luthin 

Saint Madeleine Sophie Barat— 
Maguire 

My First Fifty Years in Politics— 
Martin & Donovan 

Lincoln for the Ages—Newman 

The Dawn of the Middle Ages— 
Palanque 

Where There’s a Will—Peters 

The World of Carnegie Hall— 
Schickel 

Saigon Journey—Stafford 

St. Francis de Sales: Selected Letters 
—Stopp 

The Indian War of 1864—Ware 

John Foster Dulles, Soldier for Peace 
—Heller, Deane & David 


II. Suitable only for adults: 
A. Because of advanced style and con- 


tents: 
Apprentice to Fear—Brinton 
The Late Unlamented—Carmichael 
The Wax Foundation—Davenport 
Envy the Frightened—Dayan 
Operation Terror—Gordons, The 
Six Black Camels—Lanham 
A Tiger Walks—Niall 
If I Should Die—Rydell 
The Ace of Spades—Shannon 
Seven Sages—Van Wesep 
The Edge of War—Atkinson 
Teresa—Baker 
Passing Time—Butor 
Poetry and Experience—MacLeish 
A Middle Class Education—Sheed 
The Secret of the Kingdom—Waltari 
Life After Death—Becque 
The Sword Does Not Jest— 
Bengtsson 
Masters of Ancient Comedy— 
Casson 
The Letters of Nicodemus— 
Dobraczynski 
The Holy Spirit—Henry 
Leave It to the Hangman—Knox 
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B. 


The Self-Conscious Society— 
Larrabee 

Medicine and Morals—Marshall 

What Is the Eucharist?—Nicolas 

Freedom and Providence—Pontifex 

The Enlargement of the Presidency 
—Tugwell 

The Time of Terror—White 

Sowing—W oolf 

Because of immoral incidents which 

do not, however, invalidate the 
book as a whole: 

A King of Loving—Barstow 

Treat It Gentle—Bechet 

A Well-Known Face—Bell 

To Whom It May Concern—Borgese 

A Biography of the Sea—Carrington 

I Love You, Mary Fatt—Davis 

The Takers—Ehrlich 

The Candles Are All Out— 
Fitzgerald 

Vein of Violence—Gault 

Bongo—Grisman 

Rendezvous at Bruges—Lanoux 

The Misfits—Miller 

Memoir of Spring—Moll 

The Paper Wall—Morris 

The Chancellor—Schoonover 

The Real Sylvestri—Soldati 

The Double Axe—Stevens 

Eight Men—Wright 

The Wedding Band—Yellen 

Hark, Hark, the Lark!—Bates 

The Doomed Oasis—Innes 


III. Permissible for the discriminating 


adult: 
Family Favorites—Duggan 
The Split-Level Trap—Gordon & 
Gunther 
Valhalla—Peacock 
My Brother Death—Sulzberger 
Fete—Vailland 


IV. Not recommended to any reader: 


The Fleet in the Window— 
Bergamini 
Stand on Me—Norman 
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“Yes,” replied the old sailor, “once 
when I was shipwrecked I came across 
a tribe of wild women who had no 
tongues.” 

“No tongues? How did they talk, 
then?” 

“They didn’t. 
them wild.” 


That’s what made 
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FATHER, WHAT TIME 
DOES THE 7 O'CLOCK 
MASS BEGIN? 











“It seems to me I’ve seen your face 
somewhere before.” 

“That’s right, Judge. I once gave 
singing lessons to your daughter.” 

“Fifteen years!” 


“Dad, what do we mean by a good 
listener?” 

“A good listener, my son, is a man 
to whom it is possible to tell a funny 
story without reminding him of one of 
his own.” 
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NTERVALS 


“I am very sorry to hear of your 
partner’s death, would you like me to 
take his place?” 

“Very much, if you can get the un- 
dertaker to arrange it.” 

e 


A wife caught her husband reading 
the card from a fortunetelling machine: 
“H’m! So you're to have a beautiful 
and charming wife, are you? Not while 
I’m alive, Horace — not while I’m 
alive.” 
e 


“It was so cold where we. were,” said 
the Arctric explorer, “that the flame of 
the candle froze and we couldn’t blow 
it out.” 

“That’s nothing,” said his rival. 
“Where we were the words came out 
of our mouths in pieces of ice and we 
had to fry them to hear what we were 
talking about.” 


“What happened to that girl you 
used to saw in half in your magic act?” 

“She’s living in New York and Chi- 
cago.” 





FILE 13 

You save a lot of unnecessary 
conversation if you remember that 
people are not going to take your 
advice unless you are a lawyer or 

a doctor and charge them for it. 

Kevinews 

e 


A lady is a woman who helps a 
man to be a gentleman. 
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AGE-DIFFERENCE IN MARRIAGE 


Problem: 1 am twenty-five years old and have been keeping company with 
a man of thirty-three. We have reached the point where he wants to marry 
me, and I feel that I love him enough to be very happy with him. But my 
parents are shocked at the idea of my marrying a man eight years older than 
myself. They say that this age-difference is entirely too great for a successful 
and happy marriage. The man is a Catholic like myself, never married, and 
we agree on all the important things pertaining to marriage. I have two ques- 
tions: 1. Is such a difference in age a real obstacle to happiness in marriage? 


2. Must I obey my parents by not marrying this man because they object to 
him? 


Solution: Your parents are obviously not very experienced, nor very ob- 
servant, concerning marriage of persons with some difference of age. There 
are thousands of happy and successful marriages in which the husband is any- 
where from five to ten or fifteen years older than the wife. There are some 
such in which the difference of age is even greater. Sure, the ideal thing is for 
husband and wife to be within a few years of the same age. But the ideal is 
not always practical, nor does the factor of age always have the most impor-’ 
tant bearing on the happiness of a marriage. Other things are far more impor- 
tant, e.g., solid character, agreement on religion, mutual acceptance of the 
burdens and sacrifices that marriage involves. I should say that eight years’ 
difference in age, especially when the man is the older, may well be ignored 
when all the other elements that make for a happy marriage are present. 


Must you obey your parents and give up this man? Absolutely speaking, 
no, because you are of an age to decide your own vocation. However, it would 
not be wise and prudent to make a sharp break with your parents without a 
determined effort to overcome their objections. One way of doing this would 
be to have a good talk with your pastor, laying the whole case before him, and 
to ask him to guide you in your attitude toward your parents, and perhaps 
even to speak to them for you if he decided that there is no good reason for 
advising against your marriage. If your parents remain obdurate to the last, 
your pastor can best help you make the decision as to whether you should 
marry in spite of their objections. 


(This is a chapter from the booklet, PRE-MARRIAGE PROBLEMS. A 
copy of the booklet may be obtained by sending twenty-five cents to LI- 
GUORIAN PAMPHLETS, Liguori, Missouri. Write to the same address 
for a complete list of our pamphlets. ) 





THE ANSWERS! 


Parents —want to know WHAT to tell their 
teen-age children. 


“7een- régers — want to know WHY. 


Were are the penrwerd: 


An assortment of pamphlets that should be read 
and re-read both by parents and teen-agers. 


CAN MIXED MARRIAGES BE HAPPY? 
EXAMINATION OF CONSCIENCE FOR TEEN-AGERS 
TEEN-AGERS AND THE AUTOMOBILE 

TEEN-AGERS AND DRINKING 

TEEN-AGERS AND KISSING 

TEEN-AGERS AND PARENTS 

TEEN-AGERS AND PARTIES 

TEEN-AGERS AND SEX 


THINK STRAIGHT BEFORE YOU DATE — twelve 
important counsels for company-keeping 


WHAT BOYS THINK OF GIRLS’ DRESS 
WHAT’S WRONG WITH CRADLE MARRIAGES? 


WHEN IS COMPANY-KEEPING LAWFUL AND 
PRUDENT? 


Payment of $1.00 must accompany order 


LIGUORIAN PAMPHLETS 
Box 351 
Liguori, Missouri 


PLEASE PRINT 





